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responds to letter 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


The Observer is proud to 
report the first security log this 
semester. ° 
In the last issue, the 
Observer reported filing a 
| Freedom of Information Act 
_ | request to Eagle Security for 
| the release of incident reports 

from this semester. 
_ On April 29, an official 
brought the following letter and 
incident reports to the news- 
room: 

Dear Ms. Simone: 

Per your request dated 
April 18, 2002, please be 
advised that you and any other 


member of the Observer Staff © 


have_ open = 
access to the 
Northern Essex * 
Community College Security 
Log. Please let me know when 
it is a convenient time to access 
the log, and I will make 
arrangements with Security to 
expedite this matter. Moreover, 
please find enclosed a copy of 
all Northern Essex Community 
incident reports from January 
22, 2002 through April 18, 
2002 that pertain to your 
request under the 
Massachusetts Open Record 
Statutes. I have specifically 
_ removed these incident reports 
which contain references to 
personal medical incidents, stu- 
| dent disciplinary actions and 
_any pending investigations that 
_ may be ongoing as of April 29, 
2002. It is my understanding 
that these specific records are 
exempt from disclosure under 
State and/or Federal Law. 

If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
me at 978-556-3981. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Sheehan 

Superintendent of 
Buildings and Grounds 

(Eagle Security reports to 
Edward Sheehan.) 


Security 


The following 
reports were included: 

1/11/02 10 a.m. Heather 
Wilson reported theft of 4 
cases, one which contained 
CD’s from E-253. Wilson said 
the door was locked when she 
left the room at 5 p.m.. She 
arrived the next morning, the 
door was stil] locked. The CD’s 
were said to be found in the 
security office. . 


incident 


1/20/02 10: 30 a.m. Steve 


Bombard, NECC employee, 
reported damage to William 
Jordan’s car. Bombard dam- 
aged the fender of the car while 
performing his normal snow 
removal duties. 

1/22/02 2:05 p.m. Jonathan 
Deschenes hit Roselee 
Catalno’s automobile on the 
age Se left fender 
pulling out of 

a parking space. 
No injuries reported. 

1/23/02 12 p.m. Hesani 
Nazari reported 4 _ books; 
Psychology, College Algebra, 
College Reading and English 
Grammar stolen from his car in 
Parking Lot 6. The cost of the 
books was $157. 

1/23/02 2 p.m. Playing 
pool Manron Ynoa and Al 
Martone were in a disagree- 
ment that turned into a fight at 
the Health and Fitness Center. 
Martone refused medical treat- 
ment and Ynoa had a cut lip 
and bruised side. Sue McAvoy, 
athletic director witnessed. 

1/23/02 1:30 p.m.Cheryl 
Miller reported theft of her day 
planner in the F-building. The 
contents were $40 cash, credit 
cards and personal items. The 
items were returned to Miller 
by a friend on February 12. 
Incident was found not to be 
theft. 

1/28/02. 12:45.  p.m.A 
female student, unnamed, com- 
plained of being hit in the face 
with a belt by a male student. 
While talking to the students, 
Glenn Beal discovered it was 


See Eagle, page 6 


# Features 


‘Doctor Who’ the 
Phenomenon is 
coming back 


Changes depend on 
release of final 
budget numbers 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor *, 


The budget crisis will spiral 
NECC into a different look for fall. 
Students will be paying more in fees, 
the Counseling Center will probably 
be closed, the Medical Assisting pro- 
gram will be on hold, the amount of 
full-time faculty will drop below the 
state average and more positions will 
remain unfilled. 

The Counseling Center at 
Northern Essex Community College 
will most likely be closed before the 
fall semester. President David 
Hartleb said it is not definite, but if 
the budget crisis stays as it is, the 
center will have be close. Hartleb 
said students in need of counseling 
would be referred to centers within 
the surrounding community. 

Hartleb also released his plan for 
addressing the budget, Three Year 
Framework, which he based on the 
focus groups he held with faculty, 
staff and students. 

“T think it’s consistent with what 
people told me,” Hartleb said. “But, 
it’s still painful.” 

Two of the action plans listed 
include a credit hour fee increase of 


Ress 


Arts 


Sad Café hosts 
Music Club 
concert 


Peer 
Annuai Percent Change in State Appropriations 
2% 5 FY 1998 to FY2002 


—$—= Massachusetts 


GS FYSS-SF FYST-O8 FYSS-29 FYOS-0G FYO0-01 \FYDI-02 


=tre Peer Average 


Chart courtesy of President Hartleb’s Office 


Chart shows Massachusetts (red line) is well below peer states for high- 
er education appropriations, and is also erratic in comparison. 


fee increase at the Board of Trustee 
meeting on June 5. 

Out of the 12 positions to be 
filled, seven are faculty, four profes- 
sional staff and one administrator. 
Although some positions are being 
filled, there are some that will be 
reassigned or eliminated. Among 
those positions are Dean of the 
Lawrence campus, Executive 
Assistant to the President, Assistant 
Dean for Specialized Student 


Services, Assistant Dean of Health _ 


Professions, and two Assistant Deans 
of Business, Math, Science and 
Technology. 

The only program to be put on 


(2 see as Se 


Over $800,000 will be made back with 


the fee. 


—President David Hartleb 


possibly $10, which needs to be 
approved by the Board of Trustees, 
and filling 12 priority positions for 
the 2003 academic year. 

“Over $800,000 will be made 
back with the fee,’ Hartleb said. 
“Which will pay back for the posi- 
tions filled.” 

Hartleb said he will propose the 


hold is the Medical Assisting, but 
Hartleb said he will look to reopen 
the program in the fall of 2004. 

According to Hartleb, faculty 
positions will not be touched in any 
upcoming layoffs. 

“At this point it’s pretty remote,” 
Hartleb said. “It will either be admin- 
istrators or professional staff.” 


With the deadline for Early 
Retirement Incentive Law looming, 
the college is expected to lose 34 
employees. Among those 34 employ- 
ees there are 14 faculty positions, 
nine administrative positions, three 
professional staff positions and eight 
support staff positions. Those who 
have applied to the program can still 
withdraw up to June 15. 

“T hear there are three to four fac- 
ulty on the fence,” Hartleb said. “ A 
couple have written me to say they 
have filed, but they are not sure.” 

Heading into the last week of the 
school year, Hartleb said it is impor- 
tant for the students, faculty and staff 
to know the college “intends to do 
everything we can to keep the class- 
es the students expect us to keep.” 

The Guiding Principles in 
Hartleb’s Framework are: 

1.All college budget cuts will be 
based on priority decisions; no across 
the board reductions. 

2.All remaining college pro- 
grams and services will be high qual- 
ity. 

3.The highest priority will be to 
maintain as many educational pro- 
grams and direct services to students 
as possible. 

4.Hire back as many full-time 
faculty as possible. 

5.Refill all critical positions 
other than faculty. 

6.State-of-the-art technology will 
be maintained. 


See Cuts, page 5 
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Observer end of 
the year review 


issue of the 
semester, we at the Observer 
would like to thank everyone for 
reading our newspaper this year. 

The year has definitly been 
one of the most newsworthy 


For our last 


years ever. Of course, due to the 
tragedy on Sept. 11, and the war 
which continues to go on in the 
Middle East. 

Newsworthy events occurred 
on campus as well. 

The thing that seemed to 
make the year great was the work 
that we all put into the paper. 

Editor Gayle Simone, was 
instrumental in bringing many 
big issues to the paper. From the 
budget crisis to security prob- 
lems the Observer has informed 
the public of the issues at our 
campus. Simone took on the duty 
as Editor with a true passion and 
will be returning next semester as 
well. 

For instance, Tim Silva’s 
Sports section has turned into a 
great source for on campus sports 
and professional sports as well. 
Silva who will be returning next 
semester followed each NECC 
team throughout the year. 

David Pellerin gave his views 
on things in the news with his 
From 
local scandals to “Mucko”, 
Pellerin provided us with his 


“Pellerin’s Pit” column. 


royal opinions. 

Mellissa Graves in Arts and 
Entertainment educated us all in 
our music knowledge with her 
“Legends of Rock” series. 
Graves also covered many plays 
and musical events at NECC. 

Kristen Bell brought a whole 
new section to the Observer, 
Health and Happiness. Bell told 
the sweeter side and kept people 
aware of health issues and 
recipes. 

Kory Wagner kept our readers 
eyes stimulated with his magnifi- 
cent Photo Essays. He captured 
the seasons and many local 
scenes around NECC. 

Norma Vitale managed to 
make features one of the most 
fascinating aspects of the paper. 
Whether it was informing people 
on the healing technique Reiki, 
or understanding “witches” 
Vitale’s articles were all interest- 
ing. 

Pete Edgerly arrived later to 
the staff. He took on as News 
Editor and Ad manager. Edgerley 
was also helpful with many 
aspects of the paper. 

Aaron Foss returned for his 
final semester on staff. Foss was 
forced to make an early exit but 
always made his presence felt 
with his witty articles. 

The Observer would once 
again like to thank our readers 
and we are excited for many 
more wonderful years here at 
NECC. 
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What are your upcoming 
plans for the summer? 


Pat Dore, Liberal Arts 

“Well I’m going to visit my good 
friend Raven, and then we will go to 
Pearl River, Mississppi, where we 
will be living with our new roo- 
mates, Ahmed Johnson and Paul 
Wight.” 


Owen Provencher, Theatre 
“My plan is to seek and hopefully 
find enlightenment.” 


Grace Piazza, undecided 

“T’m taking a Mac Design course 
here. Then I’ll be enjoying the beach 
as often as possible. I’d like to also 
go to Black Island for a weekend. 
That’s a trip that has been near and 
dear to my heart for years.” 


David Pellerin photos 


Jamie Crowley, Nursing 
“I'd like to spend a lot of time at the 
beach with my daughter.” 


Brian Burns-Fedele, Theatre 

“l’m coming back here for summer 
courses and | will be looking for a 
job.” 


John Collins, Business Management 
“For the summer I’m looking for- 
ward to going to many Red Sox 


games. And I will also visit 
Wolfeboro.” 


——" 


Pe eS 
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Bush’s welfare proposal should be rethought 


If the proposal is 
passed, it will cause 
more harm than good 


After reading President George 
W. Bush’s new welfare proposal in 


the Eagle Tribune; 1 feel it would 
be beneficial if more research were 
conducted on this issue. 

As a single mom and a former 
welfare recipient, it is not fair that 
the government may try to impose 
this new stipulation, stating that if 
you are not married you can lose 
half of the benefits you receive. 

According to the article, 
President Bush is pushing a plan to 
change the welfare reform act by 
requiring states to create programs 
that “encourage the formation and 
maintenance of two-parent married 
families” among federal welfare 
recipients, or they’ll risk losing a 
portion of their federal welfare 
money. 

President Bush uses numerous 
studies done on single-parent fami- 
lies as his back up for this new pro- 


posal, saying that the studies show 
that children from single parent 
homes are more likely to grow up in 
poverty, have emotional and educa- 
tional difficulties and may even 
become single parents themselves. 

This may be true in some cases, 
but not in all. My daughter is not 
growing up in poverty, and she has 
had no educational problems. 
Emotionally, it is hard for any child 
who doesn’t have a relationship 
with their father. Our situation is an 
exception to the rule and President 
Bush should consider this. 

In his proposal he has suggested 
tying a portion of the money states 
receive in the form of grants for 
welfare—to how well they come up 
with ways that promote marriage 
and responsible fatherhood. 

Many women choose not to 
marry the father of their child for 
reasons such as; they’re fleeing an 
abusive relationship, they’re not 
ready to commit themselves to a 
marriage, or they are married and 
become divorced. In my situation I 
knew it would be healthier for my 
daugh.er and myself if I didn’t get 
married to her father, I felt it would 
have been more difficult for her to 
go through the experience of “par- 
ents getting divorced.” 


0 enn 9 ne 


Instead of taking the funds states receive 
to create programs that promote mar- 
riage, the President should use it to beef 
up existing programs that help recipients 


become independent. 


I do agree with President Bush 
that it is easier to raise a child in a 
two-parent household, because of 
the financial stability and it is better 
for a child to grow up with two par- 
ents, but is it right to coerce two 
people to marry if they don’t want 
to? Liberal critics, according to the 
article, are calling the proposal 
“social engineering”, while welfare 
administrators and family coun- 
selors say it reflects an ideal that 
ignores the problems their clients 
are faced with. 

People go on welfare for many 
reasons. One of the most common is 
that it helps you get on your feet by 
providing job training or helping 
you to get state grants to help pay 
for college, and child care. You also 


Election was mishandled 


Editors Note: This letter is in regard 
to the Student Member of the Board 
of Trustees election. The election 
was carried out by Dina Brown, 
coordinator of Student Activities and 
Orientation. 


To The Editor: 


I feel the election held for 2002-3 
Student Trustee, was flawed by the 
following: 

As stated in part 5 of the 
Memorandum of Record Nomination 
Process and Pre-Election Guidelines 
posted May 8, 1992 Revised to 
reflect new terminology August 9, 
2000. 


cr "3 


Send a 


the Observer. 


Send Email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop letters off in our 
newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 


“All info concerning the nominal 
process and of the election itself shall 
be made available to all interested 
parties (candidates, ineligible nomi- 
nees, etc.) in so far as it promotes to 
the overall benefit of the candidates 
and the electorate alike. 

In the instance of a dispute, the 
overall benefit will be determined 
and defined by interpretations ren- 
dered by the Coordinator of Student 
Activities & Orientation, the 
Assistant Dean of College Life & 
Healthy Living, the Vice President of 
Enrollment Management & Student 
Services, and the college President. 

The consensus of their respective 
interpretations shall be the prevailing 
criteria determining the outcome if 


such a situation should arise.” 

2) The polls were held by a per- 
son not of non-partisan stature as 
where of it states in part one under 
Election: 

“Those who are manning the 
polls are to be non-partisan members 
of the NECC staff...” 

Because of what this said the per- 
son was responsible for also handling 
literature on the election process and 
is a member of the appeals board. 

I therefore, feel a new complete 
election should be conducted and 
possibly new guidelines written. 


Laura Jones 
Student Senate Secretary 


Concerning 


To The Editor, 


I have heard that Aaron Foss was 
suspended from the staff. Also, that it 
was brought on by allegations from 
security. 

It’s too bad that our school 
would take the word of a security 
staff that have proved themselves 
incompetent time in and time out 
instead of one of their own students. 

Aaron is the reason I read the 
Observer in the first place. His arti- 
cles are exquisite works, such as his 
piece on one of his elderly neighbors 
dying and his article on Cardinal law. 

He had a way of getting across 
his point that was special. I’m going 
to miss his outlooks on life and his 


Aaron Foss 


Observer columns. 

If Aaron is no longer reporting 
for the paper something will be miss- 
ing from each and every issue. 

Hopefully, he will be able to 
come back in the future. If the 
school doesn’t allow him to then the 
Observer will be losing at least one 
reader. 

Jillian Reading 
NECC Student 


Editor's Note: Aaron Foss is no 
longer a member of the NECC 
Observer staff. However, his articles 
are still being published as the work 
of a “Contributing Reporter.” 


get healthcare coverage and pre- 
scriptions paid for. 

This is one of the reasons I went 
on welfare when I had my daughter. 
I’m glad to have had welfare, it 
helped me to attend college and be 
able to send my daughter to a good 
daycare/ preschool before she start- 
ed kindergarten. 

Even though I chose not to get 
married, I am lucky to have the sup- 
port of my mother. My daughter and 
I live with her and this allows me 
not to worry about expenses such as 
having to pay rent and utilities. She 
also helps out with babysitting, so 
I’m able to work part time. As a 
result, I can be involved with my 
daughter’s school and attend school 
myself. 


This has been a huge benefit to 
my daughter because I am able 
spend much more “quality time” 
with her, which many single parents 
are not able to do if they have to 
work full time and don’t have a sim- 
ilar support system. I realize many 
people may not be as fortunate as I 
am to have the support of their fam- 
ily. 

These are the people President 
Bush needs to think about, as it 
could potentially take away money 
that helps women who receive 
assistance to make better lives for 
their family. 

Instead of taking the funds 
states receive to create programs 
that promote marriage, the 
President should use it to beef up 
existing programs that help recipi- 
ents become independent. By help- 
ing them to attain the skills they 
need to get better paying jobs to 
support themselves and their fami- 
lies. 

If this proposal should pass 
through Congress, it will cause 
more harm than good for the people 
who rely on this money to help 
them survive financially. Hopefully, 
President Bush will reconsider his 
decision. 


Students are catching 
the spring flu 


It seems that this past winter 
has been very warm and dry. The 
weather has been teasing us but 
just two weeks ago there was flu 
among us, spring flu. 

One day there was weather 
high in the 50s the next low in the 
30s, it just can’t keep at one 
decent level. Now that spring has 
sprung we all expect the warm 
weather to kick in and so it did 
during the week of April 14th thru 
the 20th. Temperatures reached as 


Arnold, theater major, says, “I 
didn’t skip and would not because 
it’s the end of the semester and 
it’s the impression you give is 
most crucial.” 

It seems that students take 
school in many different levels. 
Some care about their schoolwork 
and passing a class; others just 
takes the advantage and face that 
facts that it was a beautiful week. 
Some students had the privilege 
to attend class and have enough 
time to spend outside. 

But what about homework, or 
even other work, did students do 


ee Ere 


I ditched class one day, went to the 
beach. I fell behind in work, but it did- 
n’t bother me much because you 
should always take advantage of a 


good situation. 


high in the 60s, and 70s, 

As the spring semester comes 
to an end in just a few weeks left 
students have been getting antsy 
for summer. 

But on the week of April 14th 
the students at NECC had a taste 
of summer. But what did the stu- 
dents do about it since there are 
still classes to attend. 

One Student said, “I ditched 
class one day, went to the beach 
with my girlfriend. I fell behind in 
work, but it didn’t bother me 
much because you should always 
take advantage of a good situation 
your only young once.” This stu- 
dent was asked not to have his 
name printed as well as others for 
they wont be caught. 


Another student Debbie 


that? A student taking business 
major say’s that “Of course I did 
my homework I just put it off till 
11 p.m. I was dead tired but it was 
worth it waiting till the end I 
spent my days well.” 

Most of the other kids didn’t 
get to spend the warm weather 
cause of work they had to go to. 

As the week came to an end 
so did the warm weather. The fol- 
lowing week as we can remember 
it was cold in the 40’s and 50’s 
and chances’ of snowfalls, and 
rain. 

But schools coming to an end 
summer is on it’s way, and all we 
had to say was us students, teach- 
ers, and other workers all had a 
flu at the same time, a spring flu. 
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NECC bathrooms | 


are unsanitary 


Something 
smells rotten 
in Denmark, 
or rather in the 
bathrooms at 
Northern 
ESS Temxanans 
Haverhill 
campus. 

Recently 
NECC seems 
to be going 
through a cleanliness problem when 
it comes to the restrooms. 

When full-time students need to 
use the bathrooms after four hours 
of class, should they be left with no 
other choice than to sit on an 
unclean toilet? Or should they hold 
their business until they can go 
home because the school’s 
restrooms have not been cleaned for 
weeks? 

Kate Warden, a student who has 
been going to NECC for the last 
two years, says the school should 
pay more attention to cleanliness of 
the bathrooms. 

“T understand when it’s raining 
out there will be water and mud on 
the floor but when it’s dry out and 
the floor is still wet and muddy 
you’ve got to wonder what you’re 
setting your bookbag down in!” 

After seeing the same bathroom 
stall with a feminine product on the 
seat for three weeks Kate thought it 
would be productive to bring the 
unsanitary conditions to _ the 


Observer’s attention. 

Bronwyn Crocker, a NECC stu- 
dent for the last two years, said, 
“The bathrooms have gotten a little 
ridiculous when even the soap dis- 
pensers look moldy and are crusted 
over with unused soap!” 

Even in the men’s restrooms, 
where all we have is toilet paper 
and a couple of holes in a wall, the 
condition even by our low standards 
is poor. The floors are always 
sticky, the toilets are constantly 
covered with used tissue paper, and 
if we are lucky we might get a soap 
dispenser which will most likely be 
empty. 

When I asked Chemistry 
Professor Mary Wadman why the 
conditions are so poor I was told 
that it was not in the school’s power 
to control how well the facilities are 
cleaned. Ten years ago, due to bud- 
get cuts, the Board of Trustees 
thought it would be more economi- 
cal to hire outside companies to 
come at night and clean the school. 

“TJ have noticed some areas are 
cleaned and some are not, it 
depends on who is assigned to clean 
that area.” Wadman also comment- 
ed on why this situation has not 
come up before: “The manager 
won’t give a lousy worker to the 
president’s area nor the newsroom, 
but if you go over to the gym it’s 
disgusting!” 

Ed Sheehan, the person in 
charge of keeping the outside look- 
ing as good as the inside, was 
unavailable this past week; he was 
on vacation. 


Unanswered questions 


Why does- 
n’t the 1 button 
on telephones 
have any let- 


ters on it? 
Who gets 
to name the 
streets when a 
new city is 
founded? 
Why do 


people at fast 
food joints order a Double Bacon 
Cheeseburger, Large Fries, and a 
DIET Coke? 

Why are the only people who 
think cell phones are unnecessary 
the ones who can’t afford them? 

How can anyone be pro-life 
when it is the woman’s choice? 

Why do women say that child- 
birth is the most painful thing in the 
world when they have never experi- 
enced getting 


How do we know we aren’t all 
pets in the fishtank of a larger being? 
Where is Steve Guttenburg? 

Could an asteroid the size of the 
one that killed the dinosaurs be 
headed towards us right now? 

Could there be a larger one? 

Do people who write books on 
saving the environment realize how 
many trees die to make their books? 

If everybody claims to hate 
country music, why is is the most 
popular music in the country? 

Why do we learn woodworking 
in high school from a teacher with 
three fingers? 

Do people know that Dick 
Cheney is really running the country? 

Is there anything better in the 
world than chilling with your really 
close friends? 

Is there any better actor than 
Robert DeNiro? 

Is there any worse actor than 
Paulie Shore? 

Would you fight the good fight, 
even if you know 


kicked in the pg o you couldn’t 
groin? Reeking of Awesomeness win? 
Why*". *..atec) mare aint dap ee, Could Jitters 


oranges the only fruit named after 
the color of their peel? 

Why do people try to do things 
they know they cannot do? 

Why do people watch television 
instead of reading a book? 

How do you know the place 
you’re standing right now, is not an 
inactive volcano that may suddenly 
become active? 

Isn’t everybody racist if we all 
separate the whites from the colors 
when we do laundry? 

How can anyone be a “cat per- 
son?” 

How can anyone NOT be a “dog 
person?” 


food be any worse? 

Why does Northern Essex 
STILL not have a stage for the Top 
Notch Players? 

How do the most incompetent 
and corrupt people in this world get 
into positions of power? 

Is anybody reading this article? 

Does anyone else think that it 
should be legal to buy alchohol and 
firearms at 18? 

Why don’t more people live by a 
motto? 

Why do people associate big, 
strong guys with menial labor jobs? 

Does anyone else hate the sum- 
mer? 


The last Star Wars 

film was poor, the 
next one hopefully 
will be better 


With all 
the excitement 
that is building 
for the next 
Star Wars 
movie, 
one fan who is 
not setting my 
standards too 
high. George 
Lucas or 

“Lucas the 
Hutt” as I like to call him, has defi- 
nitely dropped off my list for his 
last “Star Wars” movie, “The 
Phantom Menace.” 

I’m not going to lie, I 
hated that movie. It was a 
disgrace to the great name 
of “Star Wars.” “The 
Phantom Menace” in my 
eyes was a rushed project. 
Even with all the time and 
money put in Lucas 
thought he could throw in 
some effects, aliens and a 
light saber or two and we 
would all love it. Well at 
least in my case, he was 
dead wrong. 

The film did not have the same 
heart as the originals. I think heart 
is something Lucas has forgotten 
since he has cashed in his last cou- 
ple billion-dollar checks over the 
years. Also, Lucas feels it neces- 
sary to re-release the original 
Trilogy over and over so we essen- 
tially keep buying the same films 
with a few extras each time. Well 
George, I’ve had enough! 


I’m, 


George Lucas has one last chance in my eyes. 
If this movie disappoints me that is it! I will cease 
to be a fan of Star Wars. 


Now don’t get me wrong I love 
“Star Wars” and I’m a huge fan. I 
remember watching every Star 
Wars movie a million times (includ- 
ing the “Ewok Adventure”) and I 
must have spent hundreds of dollars 
in toys and merchandise over the 
years. I even read many of the ter- 
ribly written continuations by 
Timothy Zahn. However it is 


because of this love for “Star Wars” 
that I get upset when its creator 


Pellerin’s Pit 


ruins the good name he created. 
Much like the “Star Wars” books, 
“Phantom Menace” was just made 
to make a few bucks. 

However, I am hoping for the 
upcoming movie, “The Battle of the 
Clones,” to be a great one. I am 
happy to hear that the annoying Jar 
Jar Binks will not be featured as 
much in this film. 

Also, the first stormtroopers 


will arrive replacing those wimpy 
droids from the last film. The vil- 
lain of the film is going to be Jada 
Fett the predecessor of the inter- 
galactic bounty hunter Boba Fett. 
Who knows, maybe this film will be 
as promising as it sounds. The story 
is said to be the strongest of the 
whole series. Hopefully, this time 
Lucas has spent more time on 
developing the characters than try- 
ing to explain metaclorines to the 
audience. 

’ The bottom line is 
George Lucas has one 
last chance in my 
eyes. If this movie 
disappoints me that is 
it! I will never buy 
another “Star Wars” 
dvd, movie, T-shirt, 
action figure, cup 
holder, or lunchbox 
ever again! 

Although, if this 
doesn’t and then the 
next “Star Wars” 
movie is disappointing I have a sug- 
gestion. Lucas should not bother 
making a third “Star Wars movie. I 
think it would be time for him to 
make another sequel to on”e of his 
earlier movies. How about Willow 
II: Mad Martigan’s Revenge.” 
Yeah, it could work? I guess that 
would be better than a special edi- 
tion of “Howard the Duck.” 
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Cuts from budget crisis felt across campus 


Continued from page 1 

7.Explore ways to increase rev- 
enues. 

8.Maintain morale and commu- 
nication within the college communi- 
ty. 

9.Welcome all ideas for cost sav- 
ings and efficiencies. 

“T am real committed to number 
three,” Hartleb said. “I want the stu- 
dents to know that.” 

English Professor, Joseph T. 
LeBlanc vice president-elect of the 
Mass. Community College Council, 
said he feels Hartleb’s framework is a 
good start and has helped ease some 
of the employee’s fears about their 
future at the college. 

“While the blueprint does pro- 
pose to hire some full-time faculty,” 
LeBlanc said via an e-mail interview. 
“This college will have fewer than 90 
full-time faculty for the first time in a 
generation.” 

LeBlane added that number is 
unacceptable in a college with full- 
time enrollment in excess of 3,200. 

“T hope as budgets improve in the 
next year or two,” LeBlanc said. 
“That Northern Essex reaches at least 
the state average for full-time faculty, 
who make up the heart and soul of 
any college or university.” 

Rep. Harriett L. Stanley (D-West 
Newbury) has submitted an amend- 
ment to the proposed 2003 state bud- 
get. With the amendment, NECC and 
all the Massachusetts community 
colleges will retain the budget they 
had for fiscal year 2002. 

The amendment is proposing a 
$23 million redirection from a schol- 
arship fund that gives Massachusetts 
residents money to attend private 
colleges and universities. Stanley 
hopes to put the money back into the 
state’s public institutions. If the 
‘amendment is not passed NECC will 
-be cut 10 percent, approximately $2 
million. 

Hartleb said he is hopeful the 
amendment will be passed. 

“This is fantastic. I’m thrilled, so 
happy,” Hartleb said. “She has been 
thoughtful about this.” 

LeBlanc does not share Hartleb’s 
enthusiasm. 


Massachusetts Fastest Growing Public 


Higher Education System 
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The public sector (2 and 4-year) has grown faster in 
Massachusetts than in any other state. 


(The share of total enrollment in Massachusetts Public 
Higher Education Institutions: up 7.5%.) 
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Massachusetts’ public colleges and universities have the fastest-growing enrollment in the nation. 


“T am cautiously optimistic about 
Rep. Stanley’s bill,” LeBlanc said. 
“But cannot endorse it just yet.” 

LeBlane said Rep. Peter Larkin 
has filed an amendment which would 
reduce NECC’s cut to two percent. 
LeBlane added the union will get 
behind a yet to be determined amend- 
ment and lobby for it. 


“It’s somewhat depressing that 
we will probably be lobbying for a 
bill to at best level fund our college,” 
LeBlanc said. “We’ll be working 
next year to analyze and publicize the 
state’s continuing lack of funding for 
its system of public higher educa- 
tion.” 

At the Trustee meeting on May 1, 


Hartleb held a Power Point demon- 
stration of the statistics of postsec- 
ondary education. Three major statis- 
tics are: 

¢Two-thirds of Massachusetts’ 
residents attending college in-state 
are enrolled at public colleges and 
the University. 

°75 percent of public higher edu- 


Students have access to discounts with college ID 


Student IDs get you 
discounts to stores, 
museums and more 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Contributing Reporter 


Students have access to discounts 
from participating restaurants, sports 
recreational places such. as. ski 
resorts,‘ museums, bookstores, and 
even Amtrak train rides. It is not spe- 
cific what places will offer student 
discounts with your ID. The best way 
to find out is to ask. Museums gener- 
ally give students free entrance with 
their IDs. And the most well known 
store you can get a discount from is 
Pier One. 

Not many students know that 
college identification cards allow 
them to do many things. If you ask 
the average student about what they 


could do with their ID cards most 
couldn’t tell you. The message isn’t 
really clear what you can do with 
them. 

Student Activities is where you 
can find out about college IDs. One 
person you can talk to about them is 
Coordinator of Student Activities 
Dina Brown. Brown will tell you that 


a college ID has your photo and ~ 


name on it. On the back is a sticker 
that validates the card per semester. 
This sticker must be renewed every 
semester. 

During the first few weeks of any 
semester is the time a student is rec- 
ommended to get their college ID. To 
get your ID go to F-133 on the 
Haverhill campus or go to L-133 in 
the Demitry buildmg on _ the 
Lawrence campus. You’ll be required 
to fill out a form and take a quick pic- 
ture. If you don’t like the photo that 
was taken you’ll have enough time to 
change it before the card is printed. 
Before you know it, in about five 
minutes you will have your own col- 


lege identification card. 

On campus your card is used for 
a variety of things. You need it when 
applying for financial aid. Your card 
is also used in th» library so you can 
take out books. It is used in the recre- 
ational center on the Haverhill cam- 
pus. In Lawrence you have a special 
access to the YMCA with your ID 
and a pass that you can get from 
Student Activities. The pass is pri- 
marily available at the Lawrence 
campus in L-133 but a few passes are 


available in F-133 on the Haverhill 
campus. Any student can participate 
in any activity at either campus. 

“Student IDs are not required but 
highly recommended”, said Dina 
Brown. “Also you have nothing to 
loose by getting one.” For those of 
you who have lost your IDs, you can 
get a replacement for five dollars at 
F-133 or L-133. If you need more 
information about student identifica- 
tion cards visit or call Student 
Activitiés at ext. 3731. 


rr 


The most well known store you can 
get a discount from is Pier One. 


Massachusetts, 7.5 


8 10 12 


Chart courtesy of President Hartleb’s office 


cation graduates enter the 
Massachusetts’ workforce after grad- 
uation. 

¢ Massachusetts State appropria- 
tions for public higher education are 
not keeping pace with peer states. 

Hartleb said the legislators have 
told him the budget should be 
released in July or August. 
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Cooke scholarship announced 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Sara Beth Kevorkian and Cherie 
Hagen will find out July 5 if they will 
receive a scholarship worth up to 
$30,000 a year until they finish their 
undergraduate degree program. The 
NECC students are just two of 1,000 
candidates being considered for the 
new Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship 
Program for Community College 
Transfers. 

Grace Dimmick, acting director 
of Academic Advising, received the 
packet for the scholarship at an one- 


“T thought it would be a fair thing 
to do,” Dimmick said. “I don’t know 
all the students and you cannot direct- 
ly apply as a student.” 

Dimmick received 15 names of 
recommended students. Due to the 
tedious process to apply, the list 
quickly dwindled down to eight. 

To apply, the nominees had to 
write one essay, in a specific font and 
point size, fill out a four-page ques- 
tionnaire about their biographical his- 
tory, get two letters of recommenda- 
tion, send their high school and col- 
lege transcripts, give their financial 
background, complete at least 30 
credits and have a cumulative GPA of 


gee So Se 


Both of these students deserve to be 


recognized. 


—Grace Dimmick, Academic Advising 


stop registration in the cafeteria. 
Dimmick said she wanted a wider 
range of students, so she sent a col- 
lege wide e-mail asking faculty and 
staff to nominate students for the 
scholarship. 


a 3.3 or higher. 

Dimmick put together a commit- 
tee of faculty members to read the 
essays and narrow the field down to 
four. Professors George Bailey, 
Priscilla Bellairs, Gerard Morin, 


Kathy Proietti and Doug Jack read 
and critiqued eight essays and eight 
four page biographies during spring 
break. 

Dimmick removed all the person- 
al information from the packets, so 
the faculty would not know whose 
packet they were reading until the 
final two students were named. 

The professors sat in a room 
together and discussed every aspect 
of the packets until Kevorkian and 
Hagen were named as the two nomi- 
nees. 

“Td like to say thank you to the 
faculty,” Dimmick said. “For spend- 
ing their spring break and taking time 
out from their curriculums to read 
eight packets.” 

Dimmick said she hopes if not 
one, but both of the NECC students 
receive the scholarship. 

“Both of these students deserve to 
be recognized,” Dimmick said. 

At press time, neither Kevorkian 
or Hagen could be reached for com- 
ment. 

Jack Kent Cooke, a high school 
dropout who never attended college, 
died in 1997. The one-time Los 
Angeles Lakers and Washington 
Redskins owner left most of his for- 
tune to establish the Jack Kent Cooke 
Foundation, the major goal of which 
is to help individuals pursue the kind 
of formal education Cooke himself 
never had. 


Eagle Security responds to letter 


Continued from page | 

an accident and the boy apolo- 
gized. 

1/30/02 11:10 a.m. Five car acci- 
dent on the back road ;behind the 
Maintenance building. Haverhill 
Police Department was-already at the 
site of the accident. Two cars left 
with no damage, three cars had to be 
towed. All students refused medical 
attention and left with no injuries. 

2/12/02 10:15 a.m. Security 
guard Joe Thomas found the trunk of 
an unoccupied vehicle open. Car was 
completely locked, so Thomas shut 
the trunk. 

2/15/02 (no time noted) Female 
student locked her keys in her car and 
called AAA from Mobile. The truck 
driver unlocked the door and asked 
the student for $25, she only had $22. 
The driver from Mobile then threw 
the keys back in the student’s car and 
locked the door. Glenn Beal called 
Mobile on February 16 to confirm the 
happenings and explained Mobile 
will not receive anymore business 
from NECC. 

2/16/02 10 a.m. Jim Hannagan 
reported damage to the right side of 
his tractor trailer. Security called 
Haverhill Police to investigate. 

2/21/02 (no time noted) Dottie 
Holmes reported her wheelchair 
missing. Holmes left the wheelchair 
in the B-building’s photocopier room 
on February 8. When she arrived 
back to school after her vacation on 
February 19, the chair was missing. 

2/25/02 12 p.m. Paul Melend 
rear-ended Norgida Fernandez’s car 
in front of the Maintenance building. 
No injuries reported. 

3/6/02 12:50 p.m. Two teachers 
witnessed a male grabbing a female 
and pushing her up against a wall. No 
names given or injuries reported. 

3/8/02 1:45 p.m. Al Martone 


reported the passenger side headlight 
was broken on his car in Lot 7. 

3/8/02 11:15 a.m. Female student 
fell in the Reading lab when the chair 
she went to sit in broke. No injuries 
reported. 

3/9/02 12:15 p.m. Two men col- 
lided playing basketball. One of the 
men suffered a broken nose. An 
ambulance was called. 

3/11/02 (no time noted) Laurel 
Bernier and Barbara Stachniewicz 
reported their shoes stolen during a 
Yoga class at the Health and Fitness 
Center. During the class the partici- 
pants leave their belongings in the 
hall and closes the door. Security 
advised the participants to bring their 
belongings inside the room with 
them. 

3/11/02 (no time noted) A facul- 
ty member fell twice in Spurk build- 
ing’s second and third floors as a 
result of both floors just being waxed. 
The faculty member refused medical 
attention. 

3/14/02 8 a.m. Molly E. Merrill 
reported hitting a parked car in Lot 5, 
4th row. Merrill said her brakes did- 
n’t work. The parked car was unoc- 
cupied. No injuries reported. 

3/15/02 (no time noted) John 
Flynn reported a missing Quark con- 
nector. Flynn said he noticed the 
missing device in the Computer Lab, 
B-314, during a evening class on 
March 14. The connector is valued at 
$400. 

3/26/02 (no time noted) In Spurk 
building, a unidentified man was 
standing under the second floor stairs 
preparing to write on the wall. The 
man fled Security. 

3/29/02 10:15 a.m. Security 
received a call from the front desk 
about the change machine in the cafe- 
teria of the first floor B-building. 
Security noted the key lock had been 
pushed in and notified the Registrar’s 


office, who then contacted the ven- 
dor. 

4/4/02 6:30 p.m. Security 
Supervisor Sumner Ellis received a 
call from Robert Silva reporting a 
vending machine’s door in the B- 
building cafeteria would not close. 
On April 5, Glenn Beal met with the 
company service team and discoy- 
ered four machines had been broken 
into and all the money removed. It is 
reported someone has a key to the 
machines, there was no damage to 
any of the machines. 

4/10/02 12:15 p.m. Patiang 
Lemert rear-ended Ryan Goyette’s 
car at the rear entrance. No injuries 
reported. 


The Security Log is noticeably 
shorter than the Incident Report list, 
because Eagle Security has just 
started to use the Security Log at the 
beginning of the month. 


Writing proficiency 


program a success 


ByJAY HOBSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Results from a study examining 
writing proficiency of a sampling 
of NECC students in the Fall 2001 
semester has been released by the 
Writing Assessment Center. 

The study required participants 
to have at least 40 credits toward 
graduation; 800 students qualified. 

From those qualified, 200 stu- 
dents were selected at random to 
participate, with 39 actually taking 
part in the assessment process. 

The results show that 32 of the 
39 sample papers scored 3 or above 
and were deemed competent (or 
better) writers. The study also 
found that the average GPA of all 
participating students was 3.01 
with the average GPA of those scor- 
ing lower than 3 at 2.59. The aver- 
age score was 3.64. 

Even though based on a small 
sampling, the results indicate that 
NECC students close to graduating 
or transferring are competent writ- 
ers. The results also indicate that 
there may be a relationship 
between GPA and writing compe- 
tency. 

Cathy Sandersen, assistant 
dean of Humanities and a member 
of the Outcomes Assessment 
Committee, said she was happy 
with the outcome of the pilot 


assessment program and looks for- 
ward to the changes to make the 
process easier. 

“This assessment reinforces the 
commitment the whole faculty has 
towards general education,” 
Sanderson said. 

Students in the study were 
asked to submit a copy of an 
assignment, prior to grading, that 
the student and his/her instructor 
chose to be used in the study. 

Once received, the student’s 
name was omitted and an identify- 
ing number assigned. 

Each paper was reviewed 2-3 
times by members of the committee 
and a numerical score was given 
with 1 being lowest and 5 the high- 
est. 

Sanderson said in previously 
published reports that the process 
was designed so students’ busy 
schedules would not be unduly 
affected, therefore no tests were 
given. 

The assessment was conducted 
by the Outcomes Assessment 
Committee. 

This committee was formed in 
response to a request by the New 
Ergland Association of Schools 
and Colleges (the agency that 
accredits Northern Essex 
Community College) to implement 
a plan to assess student “learning 
outcomes.” 


Students receive Social 
Science, Paralegal 
Awards 


The History and Government 
Department presented four awards at 
a luncheon ceremony on May 6. 

Amanda Miller of Georgetown 
and Lauren Stack of Amesbury 
received Critical Thinking in 
History Award. 

Elizabeth Reti of North Andover 
received an Outstanding Work in 
History award and Nancy Durand of 
Lawrence received an Outstanding 
Work in Government Award. 

The Behavioral Sciences 


Department presented two awards. 
Ashley Galat of Newburyport 
received the award for Outstanding 
Research Paper and Tina Sheehan of 
Haverhill received the award for 
Outstanding Behavioral Science 
Essay. 

The Paralegal Studies program 
presented one award to Jacqueline 
Whyte of So. Hamilton for her 
Interoffice Memorandum in the 
Legal Research and Writing I 
course. 


Annual rafting trip 


Mark June 7 - 9 on your calendar 
fer a weekend you, won’t soon for- 
get! 

Rafting the Dead River is a 
unique privilege thanks to scheduled 
dam releases. This exhilarating class 
IlI-V run is just plain fun, with 16 
miles of almost non-stop action 
including memorable rapids like 
‘Haydens Landing’ and ‘Poplar 
Falls’. Join alumni, friends and the 
staff of Windfall Outdoor Center, 
known for their skilled guides and 
impeccable record on the rivers, for 
an exciting weekend! 

Included in the trip are: 

¢ Two nights at the Sky Lodge 
Resort Cabins - Built in the 1990’s, 
these 3-bedroom cabins are meticu- 
lously maintained with new furnish- 
ings and kitchens with everything 


down to a microwave and coffee 
maker. They have back decks with 
Adirondack chairs and a barbecue 
area as well as a hot tub. They are 
within walking distance of the raft 
base and next to a 9-hole golf course. 

* Rafting on the Dead River on 
June 8, with a water release of 5500 
hundred gallons per second - the 
largest offered for the season! 

Trip will include wetsuits (if 
necessary) and a hearty lunch. 

Costs are figured on a per cabin 
basis which includes the day of raft- 
ing! 

Triple: $212 per person, Quad: 
$184 per person, 5&6: $176 per per- 
son. 


Reservations and one-half 
deposit due by May 10, with the bal- 
ance due by May 24. 
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Proceeds go to the 
Womens Crisis 
Center, Newburyport 


By NORMA VITALE 
Features Editor 


Before hundreds of people 
walked in the 11th Annual Walk 
Against Violence in Newburyport last 
Sunday, April 28, many attended a 
vintage fashion show held at Bono’s 
Restaurant. 

All profits from the fashion show 
were donated to the Women’s Crisis 
Center in Newburyport. The center 
gives help to women suffering from 
domestic abuse, violence, and rape, 
even attends to men and children suf- 
fering from violence in the home. 

All the vintage clothing viewed 
in the show came from Moxie’s, a 
consignment and antiques store in 
Rowley. 

Makeup and hair stylists from 
Trishes Salon in Newburyport even 
lend a helping hand in making up the 
models for the fashion show. 

The tickets for attending the fash- 
ion show cost $30 for each person. 
People who attended were served 
quiches, blitzes, and honey buns with 
free mimosas to drink. 

“This is a good cause I wished I 
had growing up”, said Diane Gage, 
organizer of fashion show and owner 
of Moxie’s. 

Fashions from the 1900s to 1980s 
were seen on models from around the 


Meet the biggest 
fans of public TV's 
eccentric, odd star 


By DAviID PELLERIN 
Opinion Editor 


Science fiction fans are known 
to be eccentric, often intelligent, and 
at times a little odd. 

Here at NECC, there is a group 
of students who have a passion for 
all things “Doctor Who”. 

These fans represent possibly a 
new era for the sci-fi show and this 
may lead to a phenomenon around 
this area. 

“Doctor Who” is a science fic- 
tion program, which 
began in the 60’s on the 
BBC 1 station in 
England. 5 

The program 
focuses on = an 
eccentric space 
traveler named the 
Doctor. 

The Doctor who 
travels in a space ship in the 
shape of a police box called the 
TARDIS. 

Each week on the local New 
Hampshire Public Television, you 
can see the Doctor tangle with ene- 
mies, Daleks, Cybermen, the Sea 
Devils and his greatest foe The 
Master. 

The show has been producing 
new episodes since the early 90’s, 
and still has a loyal following much 
like Star Trek’s “trekies.” 

However, some fans of the show 
do not like that comparison. 

“If I see a trekie I beat them!” 
said Alan Anderson jokingly. 

Anderson is a student at NECC 
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Newburyport area, who walked and 
danced about the restaurant to music 
from each fashion era. 

“You should see my closet”, said 
Diane Gage. “I just love to shop for 
clothing.” 

The fashions ranged from 
Victorian era with hoop skirts and 
parasols, to the 1950’s pill box hats 
with puffy petticoat skirts, even to the 
good and bad fashions of the 1980s, 
everyone seemed amazed with the 
fashions of each era and just how 
much they had rapidly changed over 
time. 

For each era, Gage explained 
how each fashion was introduced in 
that time, importance in the changing 
society, why the fashions change and 
of course what was being worn at cer- 
tain times in history. 

Even Diane Gage herself came 
out to model some of the clothing. 
Dancing around to Elvis Presley in 
tight petal-pushers with high heels 
and a 1950s flip wig. 

It took many viewers in the audi- 
ence down a path from memory lane 
as they themselves had once worn 
these fashions before. The audience 
clapped for every model as they past 
by with a fashion from the each time 
era. 

Aithough the fashion show was a 
blast, the amazement was to see how 
many people had shown up for the 
annual Walk Against Violence in such 
rainy weather. Hundreds walked 
around the Newburyport area drench 
in cold wet rain, though it appeared 
no one seemed to mind too much, it 
was after all for a good cause. 


and a fan of the show for quite some 
time. 
“The show is a combination of 


bad special effects, great stories and 
a lot of laughs.” 

His friends sit with him in their 
apartment all watching the Doctor as 
he tangles with the wrath of Weng- 
Chiang. 

The room is much like a “Doctor 
Who” shrine complete with a robot- 
ic replica of the Doctor’s cyber com- 
panion K-9. 

Harrison Foley built the dog and 
takes great pride in his work. 

“T built him out of a sewing 
machine and a remote control car 
engine.” 

The robot dog can move around 
light up just like the one used in the 
show. 

“My real dog hates it. He gets 

jealous and tries to bite its head 
off,” said Foley. 

The television show is 
like nothing ever seen. 

Even though the effects 
are out of date and it is very 

tongue in cheek, It’s very 
well written and has a charm 
to it. 

“The Doctor is the best show 
on New’ Hampshire Public 
Television,” said Foley. 

Larry Hoffman a program direc- 
tor at the NHPTV 
said of the pro- 
gram, “Jt has this 
loyal fan base here 
and around the 
whole country. It’s 


By NORMA VITALE 
Features Editor 


Kindred Spirits is a faculty and 
staff art show that has been going on 
for quite some years at NECC in 
Haverhill. 

Last Friday, April 26, in the 
Libary Conference Area, staff and fac- 
ulty members came together display- 
ing their artwork and even some per- 
formance pieces such as dance, music, 
poems, stories and short plays. 

“Tt gets everyone together every 
year to just get to know each other 
and show off our talents,” said Judith 
Kamber, director, Office of Faculty 
and Statf Development. “I started this 
some years ago, it’s totally free and 
just a fun way for workers to meet 
each other. We do this every year 
around this time.” 

Roxanne Cirelli displayed many 
of her photos from after 9/11. 

“Since the destruction I need to go 
there and photograph it,” said Cirelli. 
“Tt’s something we need to see and 
learn.” 

Nancy Moran, Client Computing, 
showed some of her craftwork such as 
homemade birdhouses at the exhibit. 

“T make my own Christmas gifts, 
I do it for fun,” explained Moran. “I 
love going to Kindred Spirits, it’s a 
wonderful way to get to know each 
other.” 

Talent was shown all around as 
staff and faculty members let down 
their hair and let loose their talents. 

Bill Allman, instructor, read some 
creative humorous short stories of his. 


English Professor Priscilla 
Bellairs showed musical tal- 
ent as she played a few pieces 
on her cello. She even got her 
fellow staff members to sing 
the first verse of “Home on 
the range.” 

Andy Woolf shared his 
musical talent, playing some 
traditional folk music on fid- 
dle. Woolf also displayed 
several paintings he has done 
and music CDs he has pro- 
duced. — 

Judith Kamber got up 
with Barbara Stachniewicz to 
perform a short play of theirs 
called “Titanic,” which is two 
women talking about the 
changes in life, especially in 
today’s youth. 

There were comedy acts 
done by Sue Grolic and 
David Rattigan, who cracked 
jokes about work and every- 
day things. 

One of the biggest high- 
lights was a tap dance routine 


performed by Professors 
Chris Rowse and Elaine 
Haddad. 


Although it was Elaine’s 
first time performing at 
Kindred Spirits, | Chris 
Rowse, who has been danc- 
ing for over 10 years, has 
done performances for 
Kindred Spirits for the last 
few years. 

“T enjoy doing it and will 
do it again next year if they 
have it,” said Rowse. 


Norma Vitale photos 


At top, Elaine Haddad and Chris Rowse tap 
up a storm, and, above, Priscilla Bellairs 
performs on her cello. 


David Pellerin photos 


On the left, robot dog “K-9” created by Harrison Foley, who used a sewing machine for the body. 
To the right, NECC student Alan Anderson takes the role of portraying “Doctor Who.” 


The show seems to connect on 
some odd level with this group. 

NECC student Ben Diggory feels 
it has to do with the Doctor’s eccen- 


——_______—_¢4-—___—_- 


It has this loyal fan base here and 


tric and complex personality. 

“We all carry a piece of the 
Doctor in us.” 

This is definitely evident 
amongst this group. 

They seem like 
your average 
American kids until 
you realize they 
enjoy watching late 


a real phenome- 70’s British sci-fi. 
pen around the whole country. It’s a “I used to hate 
The show has the British until I 
been playing on real phenomenon. started watching 
the network for -J arry H ffman Who,” Foley said 
some 20 years and 0 J with a grin. 
hopefully it will NH Public TV Recently, _ the 


stay for another 
20. 


group will be able 
to express their fan- 


dom in a movie they are trying to 
make. 

Foley has written a script for a 
four-part “Doctor Who” episode. 

The Doctor this time will be 
played by Diggory. 

“T want to represent the Doctor in 
a way we have never seen,” said 
Diggorry. 

This could be difficult, as the 
Doctor has been played by eight dif- 
ferent actors over the years. 

However, if there is a way, these 
super fans will overcome it. 

The biggest feather in the cap of 
“Doctor Who” is that a small group 
of friends in Haverhill can all relate 
to a show about Englishmen, lasers, 
monsters and a lot of fun. 
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Most misunderstood animal in 


Pit bulls are 
not dangerous 
dogs 


By Git E. Matos 
Contributing Reporter 


Newspapers and television spe- 
cials have tarnished the image of the 
muscular dog breed with headlines 
and features detailing attacks on 
humans and dogs. 

Since the 1970s, the historical 
fighting ability of this breed has been 
exploited on a large scale in our urban 
cities. 

American Pit Bull — Terrier, 
(APBT) , have long been associated 
with poverty, violence, and fear. 

Walking down any city street with 
one and watch people cross the street, 
or move out of the way as you walk 
by. Newspapers and television shows 
such as “When Animals Attack”, have 
stereotyped the breed as shameless 
and heartless killers. 

We have all heard disturbing sto- 
ries of aggressive attacks toward 
humans. Videos of bloody dogfights, 
intertwined with 
horror stories of 
children being 
mauled, have built 
a stereotype that is 
threatening _ the 


Part of the problem that 


explains Castaneda. 

“The media reports 
of a dog-aggressive, 
well-muscled dog, with 
incredible jaw pressure, 
has glamorized the breed 
to thugs and scum.” 

In Newton N.H. last 
month, police arrested 
33 year old Christopher 
DeVito for allegedly 
running a dog fighting 
ring. Police seized 43 
dogs; one who was miss- 
ing its tongue and sever- 
al were sporting battle 
scars. 

Unfortunately, many 
of these see their APBT 
as a source of income 
instead of a loyal com- 
panion. In our cities and 
towns, the bloody sport 
of a dog fighting has 
become a part-time job 
for some. 

“You can buy an 
unpapered pit for $50. They are easy 
to train, so by the time they’re a year 
old, you can fight them for money.” 

“T’ve seen guys make thousands 
of dollars on one fight alone,” said 16 

year old “Jose,” 


Owner Of! a 
C C scarred, APBT 


mix. “They’re 
hard core dogs, 
they’re toughs and 


breed’s survival. exists today is that there are give you street 
The media has too many _ irresponsible credentials.” 

erroneously Appt owners. Irresponsible 
labeled them as owners like 
“vicious, and —Sandra Castaneda DeVito and “Jose” 
“extremely dan- have taken advan- 


gerous,” prompt- 
ing government 
officials to propose and pass breed- 
banning laws. What has caused the 
inaccurate stereotype of these friendly 
dogs? 

“Part of the problem that exists 
today is that there are too many irre- 
sponsible APBT owners,” said 23 year 
old Sandra Castaneda. A former mar- 
keting director for a Colombian 
MSPCA type of organization called 
“Prevencion Contra La Crueldad de 
los Animales, (Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals). 

“The historical, fighting ability of 
the breed has been exploited in our 
urban cities. Status seeking individu- 
als have purchased APBT or APBT 
mixes for the wrong reasons,” 


tage of an APBT’s 
most endearing 
quality. 

Their desire to please their own- 
ers, these shady owners train the dog 
to fight and even train them to be 
aggressive towards humans, Since 
APBT’s are extremely loyal and 
always willing to do what their own- 
ers instruct, they happily oblige. 

It is no surprise that when one of 
these dogs escape their owner’s cus- 
tody, they tend to display the human- 
aggression that has been instilled in 
their training. 

Cataneda added, “Pit bulls were 
bred to fight bulls, bears and even 
lions. The sport eventually evolved to 
dog fighting. Dog owners found the 
perfect mix of athleticism aggression, 


APBT’s are viewed as dangerous dogs, which is not 
the truth. They are loyal and misunderstood. 


but most importantly, loyalty.” 

“The dogs were never aggressive 
towards humans, since the owners 
were never in the pits while they were 
fighting. Would you want to step into 
a pit of fighting dogs and risk being 
bitten? So the breeders bred a dog that 
was dog aggressive but kind and loyal 
to their human companions. 
Unfortunately, this is the quality that 
irresponsible owners take advantage 
of by some bad people.” 

Castaneda detailed a story from 
her native Colombia, about a drug 
dealer who used his four pit bulls to 
stall police who raided his home, they 
attacked the officers. 

“Tt is a sad, sad situation,’ 
Castaneda. 

Reports of dogs running rampant, 
and a significant number of dog 
attacks, have led to several breed spe- 
cific laws, known as “generic vicious 
dog laws.” They put restrictions on 
dogs, innocent or guilty, that “pose a 
threat to people.” 

“Banning pit bulls would be like 
banning cars because people get into 
accidents. Who’s responsible, the car 
or the driver? “Pit bulls are no more 
responsible for the way they are bred, 
raised and trained, than cars are 
responsible for the way they are 
designed and driven,” said Castaneda. 

Castaneda added, “Breed banning 
laws discriminate against not only the 
dogs, but the owners as well. What is 


> 


said 


Gil E. Matos photo 


next, a dog holocaust? Pit 
bulls are not more danger- 
ous than any other dog, they 
just happen to attract more 
scum than any other breed, 
particularly people who 
want to appear tough or 
macho.” 

In a published report, E. 
Robert Duffy, executive 
director of the American 
Dog Owners Association in 
Castleton, NY said, “Why 
am I being burdened as an 
owner of a pit bull as 
opposed to a German shep- 
herd owner? | think you’re 
infringing on my 
Constitutional rights at that 
point. Are Pit bulls any 
more dangerous than a 
shepherd, doberman, or 
even golden retriever?” 

In December of 2000, a 
evaluated test conducted by 
the American Temperament 
Test Society, the tempera- 
ment of different dog breeds. The test 
simulated visual, auditory and tactile 
stimuli. Neutral, friendly and threat- 
ening situations were encountered and 
the dog’s reactions were recorded. 

The results of the test were aston- 
ishing. The test concluded that 
APBT’s have one of the most stable 
temperaments of any purebred dog. 
Out. of 327. APBT’s tested, 82.3% 
passed. The APBT scored higher than 
the beagle (80%), golden retriever 
(81.9%) and Ihapso apso (68.2%). 

Unfortunately, the plight of these 
wonderful animals is a sad one. 

Over breeding and irresponsible 
ownership, have lead to the euthaniza- 
tion of many. ; 


Dogs confiscated in dog fighting 
rings are usually sentenced to the 


death penalty because of their history. 
With the reputation as a “mean” and 


“savage” dog, the survival chance for -} 


many APBT’s is slim. 

It is a sad story, considering that 
when properly raised and socialized, 
they are the perfect companions for 
anyone looking for a best friend. 


“To know them, is to love them. — 


They are naturally clownish and very 
intelligent,” added Castaneda. - . 

“People should really read a little 
more about the breed and its history 
before basing their assumptions on 
what they watch or hear.” 


White water rafting trip m Jackman, Maine 


By MELANIE DIGIACOMO 
Contributing Reporter 


For the past four years, NECC 
Alumni have put together an annual 
white water rafting trip for students, 
alumni, staff, and friends of NECC to 
take part in. 

Every year the rafting trip has 
been done through the Windfall 
Outdoor Center in Jackman, Maine. 
This year’s rafting trip takes place on 
a 14-mile stretch down the Dead 
River. The Windfall Outdoor Center 
has scheduled dam releases for the 
Dead River that makes the rapids a 
class IL-V run. 

This year the trip is taking place 
June 7- 9. Participants will be staying 
two nights at the Skylodge Resort. 

Each unit has three or four bed- 
rooms; a fully equipped kitchenette, 
cable_TV, an outdoor hot tub, and a 
back deck with a barbecue area. 

This trip is open to anyone who 
is interested. No experience in white 
water rafting is necessary. Windfall 
has well-trained guides that accom- 


pany the rafters through the exhila- 
rating rapids. 

Beforehand, the guides run down 
all the important details and com- 
mands assuring that everyone will be 
safe. Wet suites, spray jackets, and 
other equipment can be rented from 
Windfall. 

Dottie Holmes, administrative 
assistant, Enrollment Management, 
and Student Services will be partici- 
pating in her third trip this year. It 
took her a long time to work up the 
nerve to go. 

“T was afraid to go because I was 
afraid I’d fall out. I felt much better 
after the guides explained it more to 
us,” said Holmes. 

One thing’s for sure, plan on get- 
ting wet. Besides the water splashing 
over the sides of the raft, rafters often 
battle in water fights with other rafts. 
There is even the chance that a rapid 
may tip the raft over, but it’s not as 
common as one may think, and not as 
dangerous either. 

“What an adrenaline rush it was, 
hitting those rapids. I was in the front 
of the raft and got drenched,” said 


Steven Rossi, financial systems ana- 
lyst and associate bursar. 

Rossi’s guide livened the trip 
even more by taking them down the 
swells sideways so that when the raft 
hit the rapids it would get tossed up 
in the air. During the calm parts of 
the river some rafters jumped into the 
water and floated along side the rafts. 

Half way through the trip, 
Windfall supplies the rafters with a 
hearty meal at their own scenic river- 
side lunch site. Rafters get a chance 
to relax and dry off before heading 
back-to the raft. 

Those who have gone on the trip 
once often find themselves going on 
it again. Many times, they bring new 
people along with them. 

“My daughter came on the sec- 
ond trip; | was surprised that she 
liked it so much, she couldn’t get the 
smile off of-her face,” said Holmes= 

Throughout the day, Windfall has 
people set up along the banks pho- 
tographing and videotaping rafters as 
they head down the river. At the end 
of the day, all the rafters gather 
together at Windfall headquarters, 


Melanie DiGiacomo photo 


NECC plans annual white water trip for those who are interested. 


watch the professional video, and 
slide show of their trip, which is 
ae view upon returning to the 
‘Windfall base. Rafters may also pur- 
chase an action photograph of them- 
selves in their raft. 

The price of the trip ranges from 
$176 per person for five or six people 
to share a cabin to $212 per person 
for three people sharing a cabin. 


Contact the Alumni Office at (978) 
556-3623 for further details. 
Reservations should be made by May 
10, with full payment due by May 
24. 

“This will be an annual event for 
me. I am also trying to promote it to 
as many people as | can this year,” 
said Rossi. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Benefit concert at Sad Café is a success 


NECC Music Club 
raises nearly $400, 
students dance ‘til 
their necks cramp 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Dedicated musicians played 
their heart’s out at a benefit show for 
NECC’s Music Club of Haverhill 
and were able to raise $396. 

The Music Club put on this show 
in able for them to raise enough 
money for new equipment , repairs, 
maintenance and security , as well as 
pay their accompanist for their 
ensemble. They were happy to come 
close to their goal of $500. 

“I’m so happy at the turnout this 
semester.” said Music Club 


President Dave Herra. “We made 
everything we were hoping to. If you 
weren't at the show you should have 
been! I was head banging so much 
my neck cramped!” 

Three incredibly talented bands 


as well as one intense solo act per- 
formed, with completely original tal- 
ent that engulfed the many fans with 
wonder and amazement . 

The first band, Hardline, which 
formed a couple months ago, 
showed an excellent performance, 
especially for their first show. This 
was a surprise to many because they 
were not even scheduled to play. 
They were never heard of then, 
boom, there they were to shock you. 
It was great! They had the courage to 
get up and play, hoping for the best. 

“It was well-added enjoyment to 
the many who were able to experi- 
ence them,” Herra said. 

Hardline’s notable talent was 
well recognized and hopefully we 
will be seeing more of them. 

The next act was a solo perfor- 
mance by Mike Carney, a member of 
the Music Club. Playing his acoustic 
guitar while all eyes were on him, he 
portrayed his talents and image with 
a unique undividuality, which is nec- 
cassary in the music industry. 

Carney later stated, “I enter my 
own world.” This certainly appeared 
to be true while he played songs he 
wrote himself called “Just Another 
Kid,” and “Can’t Fly Alone.” He 


Above: Deadfriend. Right: Mike Carney . 


Both acts, lost in their own worlds, played their hearts out for NECC s Music 


Club last Friday night. 


is Melissa Graves photos 


sang with deep 
emotion and 
showed his pas- 
sion for the band 
Silverchair when 
he did a cover of 
~~ Eemy ost iol 
Sickness.” He hit 
some crazy high 
notes ‘with skill 
and did an excel- 
lent job of sound- 
ing close to the 
lead singer, which 
was very impres- 
sive. 

The next band, 
Deadfriend, was 
intense. They 
exploded on stage 
with a_ strong 
image during their 
song called “Fake 
Plastic Statues.” 
This song had an 
insane buildup that could lift you off 
your feet. They were a really tight 
band that showed a lot of original 
talent through all of their songs, 
especially in “Your Turn To Lose” 
and “Gravitation.” They have pro- 
duced a unique sound that’s creative 
and energetic. 

Pete Byron’s reac- 
tion to Deadfriend 
was one word 
“intense.” Their 
music was heavy 
with a melodic 
twist of lyrics 
that entwined 
everything into 
one empower- 
ing sound that 
rocked. 

Embrio was 
the last band to 
perform. They 


be completely soft 
then all of a sudden © 
switch and go into a 
heavy jam. They made 
their music flow really 
well and never lost each! 
other through their whole 
set. These guys were 
remarkable at getting the 
big crowd together when 
they played a cover by The 


had this ability to (ame 


Beatles, “Come Together.” The 
members were full of energy and 
showed they were having a blast 
with each other. Embrio had a style 
of their own 

that 


was 
intriguing 
and inspiring during “Sleep” and 
“Wonko” which are songs they 
wrote themselves. The members all 
stated that “we have only been 
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Embrio got the crowd up and moving with their energetic style. 


together just under a year.” 
Heidi Schmidt who is a fan of 
Embrio said, “I trucked all the way 
from Bridgewater to see Embrio and 
it was well worth it.” 
Hearing her as well as others 

speak about how they all 
® watched Embrio form in a 
small practice space and 
the excitement when 


Embrio received 
recognition showed 
reasons why 


Schmidt would 
not miss out and 
would journey to 
_ be there for 
them. These 
were devoted 
fans that would 
always watch 
loyally no matter 
@ where Embrio 
played. 
The benefit 
show was a great 
night and to those who 
missed it you _ really 
missed out on a very fun 
night. The music was all 
enjoyed as well as a “ comfortable 
atmosphere,” Bob Bowza _ stated. 
The Music Club is well on its way 
thanks to everyone who went and 
enjoyed themselves. 


In memory of Layne Staley: a rock and roll legend 


By RENEE LUCAS 
Contritigiae ips 


hs, 


On Feidayh bal 19, he music 
industry suffered a great'loss. Layne 
Staley, lead = signer of Alice in 
Chains, was found dead in’ his 
Seattle home. ‘He was 34. The cause 
of death has yet to be determined. 


Alice in Chains was formed in™ 


1987 consisting of Staley, guitarist 
Jerry Cantrell, bassist Mike Starr, 
and drummer Sean Kinney. They 
were quickly signed to Columbia 
Records and released their first full- 
length album Facelift in 1990. 

Following this, their style 
turned more towards grunge and 
they released Dirt in 1992, contain- 
ing such hits as “Would?” and 
“Rooster”. Alice in Chains soon 
became a popular icon of the Seattle 
music scene, along with bands such 
as Nirvana and Pearl Jam. 

In early 1993, bassist Starr was 
replaced by Mike Inez. Their next 
EP Jar of Flies was released in 1994 
and quickly went multi-platinum. 


-addiction for years and it 


After this Staley did some work 
“with Mad Season and then 


returned to.Alicé in Chains to record 


their self-titled album which was 
released in 1995 and debuted at 
number one. In 1996 they per- 
formed on MTY’s 
Unplugged, this was later 
released as an album. 

At this point Staley 
had been battling a heroin 


began to deteriorate him. 

In an interview with 
Rolling Stone that year 
stated that he said, “Drugs 
worked for me for years, 
and now they’re turning 
against me-and now I’m 
walking through hell.” 

After this Staley kept to 
himself most of the time. In 1998 
he recorded a cover of Pink Floyd’s 
“Another Brick in the Wall” with 
Tom Morello, Stephen Perkins and 
Martyn LeNoble. This was the last 
project Staley worked on. 

The music of Alice in Chains 
has influenced a great number of 


Rolling stone.com 
Aprill9, 2002. Forever loved, 
appreciated and free from pain. 


musicians of today. Staley’s 
unique vocal style can be seen held 
up by bands such as Creed, 
Staind, Adema, and many oth- 
ers. 

On Saturday, April 
p. 20th a candlelight vigil 

- , 4 was held at the Seattle 
Center, the same place 
used to eulogize Kurt 
4 Cobain eight years 

ago. The remaining 
members of Alice in 

Chains released a 

statement remember- 
ing their friend and 
band mate. 

“We are looking for 
all the usual things: 
comfort, purpose, 
F answers, something to hold 
on to, a way to let him go in 
peace. Mostly,.we are feeling 
heartbroken over the death of our 
beautiful friend. He was a sweet 
man with a keen sense of humor and 
a deep sense of humanity. He was 
an amazing»musician, an inspira- 
tion, and a comfort to so many. He 


made great music and gifted it to the 
world. We are proud to have known 
him, to be his friend, and to create 
music with him. For the past 
decade, Layne struggled greatly-we 
can only hope that he has at last 
found some peace. We love you, 
Layne. Dearly. And we will miss 
you.....endlessly.” 

Many of Staley’s other friends 
and colleagues spoke about his life 
and influence. 

Tom Morello remembers tour- 
ing with Staley in 1993, “I will 
always remember him as the bright, 
funny, and amazingly talented sign- 
er who got up there every hot sum- 
mer day in a gorgeous suit and sang 
like an angry angel. We would 
laugh until we split our sides argu- 
ing about who was ‘more metal.’ I 
hope now he is at peace.” 

Perhaps Staley has finally found 
some peace, no longer stricken with 
a harrowing addiction. As he wrote 
in his song Nutshell, “If I can’t be 
my own, I'd feel better dead.” 
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The last installment 
of legends focuses on 
two of the female 
pioneers of rock 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 
AND TIM SILVA 

Sports Editor 


In the world of music the very 
important role of the female is often 
overlooked. So for this last install- 
ment of Legends of Rock we pay 
tribute to two of the most influential 
female artists in the history of music. 

Tina Turner was born in 
Brownsville, Tenn., in the heart of 


the impoverished South, but it was 
during the time she spent in St. Louis 
that she developed the foundation of 
what would be a glorious career that 
is still running strong. 

Tina began her career in 1958 as 
the singer for her new husband Ike 
Turner’s band Kings of Rhythm. The 
project exploded in 1960 when the 
session singer booked to record Ike’s 
“A Fool in Love” didn’t show. Tina 
took the spot and the result was a US 
top 30 smash. 

Soon after the band was going by 
a new name, the Ike and Tina Turner 
Revue. The band produced huge 
crossover hits like “River Deep,” 
“Mountain High” and “Nutbush City 
Limits.” Tina also starred in The 
Who’s “Tommy” as the Acid Queen. 
Tina’s high was short lived however . 
As her debts became deeper and 
deeper and her relationship with Ike 
became more and more strained Tina 
dropped off the map. 

It wasn’t until 1979 when Tina 
met Australian manager Roger 
Davies, that her career was re-born. 
With Davies’ help, Tina started over 
and with the help of the Rolling 
Stones, who invited Tina to open for 
them on their 1981 tour. 


By the summer 
of 1984, with the 
success of her single 
“What’s Love Got To 
Do With It,” Tina’s 
career was in full 


stride. Her album 
“Private Dancer” 
sold 11 million 


copies worldwide. 

What’s happened 
since has been the 
stuff of legends. 
Partaking in many 
collaborations with 
the likes of Mick 
Jagger, Rod Stewart, 
David Bowie and 
Elton John, Tina 
became a mainstay in 
the music industry. 

Tina’s’ newest 
album, “Twenty Four 
Seven,’ came out in 
February to rave 
reviews. Although 
her tour in the sum- 
mer of 2001 was said 
to be her last, fans 
can rest assured they 
haven’t heard the last 
of Tina Turner. 

Janis Lyn Joplin 
was born and raised 
in Port Arthur, Texas 
on Jan. 19, 1943 and 
lead a rather triumphant 
and tumultuous life. 


Photo courtesy of Janisjoplin.com 


Growing up during were expressed 
the tense days of racial 6 6 with deep emo- 


integration, Janis dis- 
covered an inborn tal- 
ent, the ability to sing 
the blues. Joplin pro- 
pelled herself into a 
crazy lifestyle were her 
creative talents were 
almost lost due to her 
experimentation with 
drugs and alcohol. 

Joplin was the big 
blues mama, hard living, hard rocker 
from the south, with the bottle as her 
best friend. 

Rejected and made fun of by 
people growing up, she often rejected 
society as well as herself. She sought 
and found recognition with outcasts, 
like herself, who were artists and 
musicians to calm the raging fire 
within her soul. Joplin was all set 


In the world of music the very 
important role of the female is 
often overlooked. 


with the materialistic world of trying 
to accomplish feminine beauty and 
stayed as far away from it as possi- 
ble. Joplin had a reckless and unruly 
image that made her original and set 
apart from all artists. 

She created and became her own 
legend through the rebellious influ- 
ences that fed her already raging fire. 
The ups and downs of Joplin’s life 


What are you listening to 


Popular music is 
being overplayed to 
the extreme and lacks 
new original material 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Contributing Reporter 


Music today is everything but 
music. Of course this is only an opin- 
ion. Some people can accept what 
they hear on the radio or on televi- 
sion. It seems as though the people 
who know music either by being a DJ 
or performing with instruments know 
the music of today is poor. In other 
words, people who have a “musical 
ear” generally know good music 
from bad music. 

I hate when I’m in my car and 
I’m driving while switching through 
radio stations. I can never manage to 
find anything really good. In the end, 
I’m stuck listening to classic rock 
songs made by such legends as 
Aerosmith, Pink Floyd, and 


Foreigner. What’s sad about this situ- 
ation is that I prefer to listen to rap 
music. So then knowing this, I asked 
one question, what’s going on with 
today’s music? I decided to ask some 
experts. 

When it comes to music experts, 
one of the best people to talk to 
would be a radio DJ. Tobias 
Baharian, is a television tnstructor 
for Haverhill High School and a part- 
time DJ for 92.5 FM The River. He 
listens to a lot of music, especially 
rock. Some of the radio stations he 
listens to are 104.1 FM, 98.5 FM, & 
107.3 FM. Baharian is tired of the 
same, old junk and the copycat 
bands. 

“One band makes a unique sound 
then ten others copies it,” said 
Baharian. 

Though he listens mostly to rock 
music, he does like such songs as 
“What’s Love” Fat Joe feat. Ashanti 
and “Rockstar” - N.E.R.D. As a DJ 
you should be diverse in music your 
listening to. He may not like all the 
music he plays but he’ll play it any- 
way as long as other people think it’s 
good. In his view remixes are gener- 
ally good especially remixes of love 


songs like “Fantasy” - Mariah Carey 
& ODB. “Love remixes takes the 
songs to new levels.” Not all remixes 
to him are good. Artists such as Limp 
Bizkit and Linkin Park, he feels 
make remixes for money. Others like 
DJ Clue do it for the love of the 
music. 

“Music today is lame, music yes- 
terday is lame, but it is up to us, as 
humans, to put out something good,” 
said Baharian. Two of his favorite 
bands are Métley Criie and Led 
Zeppelin. He said, “I can listen to 
them anytime, anywhere and listen to 
them. They’re easy to listen to and I 
know them.” 

What happened to the days when 
you could listen to a song with mean- 
ing and appreciate its ease and use of 
lyrics? Only individuals who per- 
form music would know the answer 
to this question. I looked towards a 
friend of mine Ian Walsh, a Haverhill 
High School student and aspiring 
musician, and his father Martin 
Walsh, a studio: musician. “Rock is 
the appeasing music to me but I have 
respect for all music,” said Ian 
Walsh. “Good music depends on the 
creator and the composer.” Walsh’s 


tion through 
her raspy 
southern lyrics. 
This was a way 


forsecheraasto 
release _ the 
pressure and 


create a sound 
that made fans 
appreciate and 
accept her 
deplorable look, that Joplin no longer 
cared about. 

Burnt out and drug weary Joplin 
created many hits such as “Bobby 
Magee” and “Mercedes Benz” which 
were captivating due to the intense 
bluesy beats and rowdy rythyms. She 
could belt out her soul incredibly 
with a gritty style that made you want 
to get down and feel the blues. She 


Legendary women from the heart of the South | 


in music 


example of good music depending on 
creator and composer was a group by 
the name Dream Theater. “What 
makes Dream Theater extremely and 
musically talented is that the music is 
very fast but isn’t bad. They’re also 
from Berkeley and they know there 
[at Berkeley] what they are doing 
[when it comes to performing 
music],” said Walsh. Artists like 
Britney Spears with a song like “I’m 
a Slave” is repetitive and simplistic 
but are still catchy in his view. Still 
he doesn’t consider them really good 
songs. They’re okay. “The goal of 
music is to move people.” Just like 
Baharian, Ian Walsh feels remixes 
are just another way for record labels 
to earn more money. 

Martin Walsh, not only produces 
music but also is very opinionated 
and open about all music. Lately he 
is listening to a lot of jazz and of 
course what he is working on in his 
studio. The stations he listens to are 
89.7 FM, 90.1 FM, 92.5 FM, and 
102.5 FM. “Music should provide an 
experience for people,” said Walsh. 
In an example, he talked about why 
some people like country. He doesn’t 
particularly like the lyrics of that 


— 
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Janis Joplin, left, knew how to sing—and live— the blues. 
Above, Tina Turners story in music is the stuff of legends. 


played at many clubs, such as Big 
Oaks and Buster’s, along with many 
roadhouses and dance halls in the 
Cajun and swamp country of 
Houston. Joplin’s continuous drama, 
traveling with the folk circuit and tor- 
menting her body both mentally and 
physically eventually made her 
exhuasted. She headed home to try 
and live a straight life, which was 
unsuccessful due to her untamed 
nature she was so accustomed to. 
Joplin soon bolted away from home 
for good. 

After four years of more mishap 
Joplin overdosed on a pure batch of 
heroin at her hotel in Los Angeles, 
CA. Her career had been brilliant but 
her ascent of success was ruined by a 
sad, lonely death and an end to her 
unbroken spirit . By dying young she 
is, forever, raw iron soul. 


today? 


music but he understands why listen- 
ers appreciate that type of music’s 
lyrics. The words have meanings to 
the listener but to other people they 
don’t understand the meaning of 
those words. Other people don’t 
understand the lyrics, so therefore 
they ignore that type of music. This 
applies to all music listeners. “Most 
popular music lacks quality but that 
has always been the case,” said 
Walsh. “There is always great music 
but that isn’t the norm.” His inspira- 
tion for creating music was a song 
called “Daydream” by Lovin 
Spoonful. It made him think, “I love 
music,” and then he decided to have 
a career in music. 

Good music is hard to come by 
and songs repeat themselves because 
there is a lack of ideas. Martin Walsh 
knows that “today when somebody 
makes something new and fresh, it is 
really an accomplishment because 
there is no new ground left.” Another 
fact that always remains true for 
everyone in many different ways 
which Walsh also said, “Great music 
is timeless from the 1930s to the year 
2002.” 
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Getting caught in a Spring Jam 


Celebrating the 


coming of spring 
with fellow students 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


It was only 11:30 a.m. and I 
could already hear the bass pulsating 
from outside the Wellness and 
Fitness Center. The Spring Jam was 
planned soon after, 
scheduled to start at 12 
noon and last until | 
o’clock on Wednesday, 
April 24. There were a 
plethora of activities in 
which to partake, or if 
you like you could just 
sit back and observe. 

The latter was the 
option I chose since I 
was in for a 3 hour and 
45 minute class that 
started at 12:15. The 
Jam, however, was perfect for stu- 
dents that had only a short time to 
spare. There was food to eat, crafts to 
be made and fun to be had. With so 
much to do, there were not a lot of 
lines to stand in. 

“There’s a lot going on, and it 
looks like a lot of fun,” said Amanda 
Moss, a student at Northern Essex 
Community College. She noted that 
although she came in between class- 
es she received a slice of pizza, a 
drink and a bag of Pita chips all for 
the bargain price of a dollar. 

There was a table in the Student 
Center at the Spring Jam, atop it 
stood two gigantic stacks of pizza 
boxes. Plenty of people bought their 
slices for a dollar and enjoyed the 
mid-afternoon snack while they 
helped raise money for the center. 
All of the money made on the pizzas 


was to benefit the students at NECC. 
The pizza was the only thing that 
cost money. Strategically placed to 
the left of the pizza stand were free 
pita chip bags, and to the right were 
free beverages. 

The free fruit smoothies were a 
hot item at the Spring Jam. Many 
enjoyed a refreshing smoothie made 
by the master behind the blender, 
Rob Parker, coordinator of the 
Wellness and Fitness Center. 

In the nucleus of the center’s 
lobby there was a craft area that 


There was a craft table that would 
have made Martha Stewart 
proud. 


would have made Martha Stewart 
proud. There were two long tables 
adorned with the future footwear of 
many crafters. Lots of people got in 
on the fun and chose the decorations 
that suited them and more important- 
ly, their feet. The women behind the 
tables gave out free flip-flops, and 
anyone could chose from beads, 
shells, ribbons, and pom-poms to 
decorate them with. 

Think your ready for the beach 
now? Think again. 

Adjacent to the flip-flop decorat- 
ing table there was a table designed 
to educate students about the harmful 
effects the sun can have on their skin. 
There was a Skin Analyzer, spon- 
sored by the American Cancer 
Society, intended to make students 
aware if their skin is in danger of 
becoming cancerous. 


Skin damage, due to excess sun 
exposure, is often invisible to the 
eyes, therefore the Skin Analyzer 
shows the damage using a black 
light. Seeing colored spots on the 
face in the booth didn’t mean that 
skin cancer was there. It did mean 
that the skin was damaged and may 
cause future skin cancer, premature 
wrinkling or a leathery appearance. 

It made me think about going 
into direct sunlight as frequently. The 
person at the table suggested that 
people should wear a healthy coating 

of sunscreen, Sun 
Protection Factor (SPF) 15 


exposure habits, it will help 
protect your skin. The 
information was eye-open- 
ing and a necessary addi- 
tion to the celebration for 
Spring. 

And what better way to 
enjoy yourself in the 
springtime than playing 
miniature golf. There was a 
“Hole -in-the-Knight” 
putting game to test your skills while 
listening to the DJ spin hip-hop 
music in the front yard of the center. 
The object was to put the ball down 
the green and into the mouth of the 
knight. 

If driving a car and not a golf ball 
is more your speed, their, was and 
opportunity to have your picture 
taken to have a photo key chain 
made. I saw several parents getting 
pictures taken of their children so 
that they could have a keepsake key 
chain. 

The Spring Jam was an enjoy- 
able event for student, faculty and 
their friends and family. It height- 
ened the excitement for the upcom- 
ing season and was an entertaining 
celebration for the end of the school 
year. 


Spinning your way to health 


The fitness trend that 
combines endurance 
as well as strength 


By ALEXANDRA WILSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Spinning begins innocently. The 
room is dark and cramped, filled with 
small metal bikes. There is a window 
on one wall, but other than that it’s 
pretty claustrophobic. There are four 
fans, one up in each corner of the 
chilly room. Bikes are adjusted and 
the instructor sets up the music. 

Then you climb on the bike and 
realize why everyone has been talk- 
ing about his up and coming sport. 

According to the sport’s official 
Web site, www.spinning.com, spin- 
ning was created in the 1980s by an 
outdoor cyclist named Jonathan 
Goldberg, better known as “Johnny 
G.” by spinning enthusiasts. 

“He’s gone from seashore to 
seashore, “says Cathie Ryder, direc- 
tor of Cedardale Health and Fitness, 
of the spinning guru. 

According to the Web site, spin- 
ners use specially designed “Johnny 
G. Spinner” stationary bikes. By 
turning a knob at the front of the 
bike, participants can turn up the 
resistance to stimulate riding condi- 
tions, whether it’s pedaling on a flat 
road or going uphill. 
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“It’s a flywheel on a fixed 
wheel,” Ryder says. 

The program focuses on heart 
rate training mixed with five move- 
ments. or  sEneroy.) Zones:7 
endurance, strength, interval, race 
day and recovery. 

“It’s cardio and lower body,” 
says Ryder. “Mid section too because 
you have to hold yourself up.” 

The program also uses visualiza- 
tion; instructors will sometimes ask 
you to close your eyes and picture 


‘the hill your riding up. 


So why not just hop on a bike 
and go outside to see the hill for real? 

Ryder attributes the success of 
spinning to the atmosphere. 

“There’s a plan,” she says. 
“There’s no motivation outside. 
Here, you’re in a group setting.” 
According to the Web site, the pro- 


gram “integrates music, camaraderie, 
and visualization in a complex 
mind/body exercise.” 

Madd Dog Athletics, Johnny G’s 
fitness, says spinning is not just for 
the “elite athlete.” 

“It’s open to everyone because 
you control your bike,” Ryder says. 
“You listen to your body and pay 
attention to what you can and can’t 
do.” 

Though the site claims that the 
exercise is tailored to different peo- 
ple at different fitness levels, the pro- 
gram is tough. The hour class is spent 
gradually increasing heart rate and 
resistance. At first, you are sitting 
while you ride on the ‘flat road.” 
Then the teacher begins to call out 
instructions to stand up, lean for- 
ward, sprint (ride as fast as you can 
for 30 seconds) or ease up. Although 
you are able to control the resistance 
of the bike, it is difficult to get the 
flywheel to slow down. To keep bet- 
ter control of the movement, Ryder 
recommends using the whole foot to 
push and pull the pedals up and 
down. 

“Think about wiping mud off 
your feet,” she says. 

Although spinning is a tough and 
intense sport, it is a great cardiovas- 
cular workout. It also works on 
endurance and strength training. 

“Of course you shouldn’t do it if 
you're, like, nine months pregnant,” 
Ryder laughs. “Just use common 
sense.” 


BY MISS ANNA 


ARIES: 
(March 21-April 20) 


Stick with those who have loved 
and supported you through thick and 
thin. There is someone in the imme- 
diate vicinity who is jealous of your 
friends and family, and will try to 
drive a wedge in between you and 
those you love. You need to make a 
choice. 


TAURUS: 
(April 21 - May 21) 


A slow start this week will make 
it a week of catching up. Your heart 
is probably not in your work and it 
will show. There seems to be some 
contradictions about committment to 
a romantic relationship. There are 
important factors to be weighed 
before making decisions. 


GEMINI: 
(May 22 - June 21) 


There is a sense that you are 
walking on quicksand during the 
week, and there is little you can do 
about it. Make any necessary sacri- 
fices of time and energy to correct 
this uncertain situation. You and your 
significant other make a connect and 
become even closer. 


CANCER: 
(June 22 - July 23) 


Don’t be caught up in your own 
ideas and point of view that you 
cease to hear what those around you 
are saying. Let go of the need to 
always be right. You may be frustrat- 
ed at what seems to be your lack of 
progress, but take the time to realize 
just how far you’ve come. 


LEO: 
(July 24- August 23) 


You will get ahead by working 
hard during the week. Nothing less 
than your reputation is at stake, but 
not to worry, because your work is 
above reproach. Shortly you will be 
riding high on the waves of success, 
enjoy it for you deserve every bit 
given to you. 


VIRGO: 
(August 24 - September 23) 


A financial windfall is quite pos- 
sible this week. Prosperity is defi- 
nitely a main issue for the next cou- 
ple of months, so instead of whining, 
it’s time to take action. A surge of 
inspiration will enable you to do 
whatever needs doing, and be innov- 
ative with solutions. 


LIBRA: 
(September 24 - October 23) 


Use whatever clout you have to 
get some creative changes off the 
ground. Friends can really come in 
handy during times like this. 
Someone may want to flirt and tell 
you pretty lies, but don’t be taken in, 
just enjoy the entertainment. Pay 
attention to your spiritual side. 


SCORPIO: 
(October 24 - November 22) 


Keeping your nose to the grind- 
stone is quite commendable this 
week, to a point. Your superiors may 
be more impressed is your approach 
is more balanced. Learn to delegate if 
management is one of your goals. 
Both courage and integrity will do 
well for you. 


SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 23 - December 21) 


Your hard work may have just 
finally brought about completion and 
success. Enjoy the admiration of 
those around you, you definitely 
deserve it. Spend wisely on any spree 
you find yourself on. Don’t keep 
your stress to yourself, such pent up 
emotions will make you ill. 


CAPRICORN: 
(December 22 - January 20) 


A little self contemplation will 
get your week off and running on a 
positive note. You may be pleased 
with your work up until now, but 
want to improve in various areas. 
Allow a troublesome problem which 
has been hanging over your head for 
some time, take care of itself. 


AQUARIUS: 
(January 21 - February 19) 


There is a fine line between hav- 
ing a good time and overdoing it, and 
your body is likely to be the best 
judge of that this week, just make 
sure to listen. If your current rela- 
tionship is a bit unbalanced, playing 
the roles to faithfully may cause 
resentment. 


PISCES: 
(February 20 - March 20) 


Money matters may not be as 
fruitful as you had expected this 
week, after all the effort you put into 
these financial gains, try not to let it 
get to you. Maybe its time to make 
changes instead of being weighed 
down with so much responsibility. 
Think things out carefully. 
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Slayer unleashes the unheard fury within 


Slayer § latest release 
deliver § a fist full of 
metal to your ear 


By Kory WAGNER 
Photo Editor/Staff Reviewer 


Slayer has done it again, blinding 
you with their blistering speed and 
mind-numbing aggression. After a 
three-year hiatus, this four man metal 
unit gives us, “God Hates Us All,” 
their latest release on American 
Records. 

Since their first release in 1983, 
“Show No Mercy,” Slayer has 
offered their fans a no holds barred 
type of music that questions every- 
thing from reality to religion. They 
have been able to keep up the speed, 
force, and aggression in their music 
for 19 years and show no sign of 
slowing. Slayer always delivers a fist 
full of metal to the listener’s ear. 


“God Hates Us All” is a testa- 
ment to metal bands and how Slayer 
has kept their edge in this ever- 
changing music scene. While the 
record is more production-driven 
than their previous works, Slayer 
manages to stick to their roots. 

In a recent interview with the 
band on Slayer.net, Kerry King, 
lead guitar, states, “I think I’m a 
fan first and foremost. The dif- 
ference between me and the peo- 
ple watching our show is that I 
learned how to play the guitar. 
For some reason, I know how to 
make up riffs for Slayer and I get 
the opportunity to do that, so, 
I’m like a super fan. If I was 
going to start a new band, today, 

I’d want it to be just like this 
one.” 

It is that kind of attitude that 
keeps Tom Araya, bass guitar, Jeff 
Hanneman, rhythm guitar, Paul 
Bostaph, drums, and King playing 
the music they love the most. It is 
also that kind of attitude that keeps 
fans coming back for more. 


‘Darkness of Christ,’ the first 
track on “God Hates Us All,” is a 
simple introduction of samples and 
low-toned demonic music, which 


SLAYER 
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gets the listener prepared for what is 
about to be unleashed on their ear 
drums. 

‘Disciple,’ which shows up as 
track two on the CD, is a straight for- 
ward, in your face, musical assault. 


The musical talents of Slayer are 
fully displayed, letting us know that 
they can still produce a war-zone of 
music that cannot be reckoned with. 
Its forceful, driving guitar line, 
bludgeons you through the world of 
anger and hate that this band pre- 
sents. Bostaph steps up to the plate 
right off the bat, displaying his dri- 
ving, pounding force in the band. 
In another interview with 
Slayer.net, Bostaph states, “Rick 
Rubin (producer of six Slayer 
albums) once said the perfect take 
is the one that felt like it was going 
to fall apart but never did. I though 
that was one of the wisest things 
I’ve ever heard and I always try to 
go for that.” 
This is another point that 
proves Slayer will stop at nothing 
to create the most intense sound pos- 
sible. 

Slayer is signed to American 
Records and has all the backing they 
need, but on February 7, 2002, 
Jagermeister, the German herbal 
liquor company, signed Slayer to its 


ever-growing Jagermeister Band 
Program. In an interview with Rick 
Zeiler, the band’s promotional man- 
ager for Jagermeister, he states, 
“Slayer is one of the biggest names in 
heavy metal and it’s great to have 
them on board. We’re big fans of 
theirs and we are pleased to find out 
that they are big fans of Jagermeister. 
Slayer is the real thing.” 

“God Hates Us All,” which was 
released in December of 2001, shows 
that Slayer is not about to slow down 
their music or their career. Recently, 
the won the best BMX Music Award 
in the 2002 ESPN Action Sports and 
Music contest, which adds to another 
chapter in the life of this forceful 
metal squad. 

Now on tour in support of their 
latest release, they are making their 
way from California to Florida in the 
course of a month with Hatebreed as 
their opening act. Slayer then jets off 
to England to meet up with Ozzfest 
for an extensive European tour. 
There is no sign of any New England 
shows, but keep your eyes peeled. 


‘Hedwig and the Angry Inch’: Rock musicals is reborn 


Brilliant film with 
transsexual makes you 
forget ‘Rocky Horror’ 


By DEB TSANTARLIOTIS 
Contributing Reporter 


The rock musical has been reborn 
with the making of the independent 
film, “Hedwig and the Angry Inch.” 

Produced by Christine Vachon, 
Katie Roumel, and Pamela Koffler 


Across 
1. Ph.D. hurdles 

6. Where Indians live 

10. Was indebted to 

14. Latin singer Cruz 

15. Curse 

16. Loathsome 

17. Benny's line to Lionel 
Hitampton just before a solo? 
19. Overly obsessive 

20. Without reservation 

21. They may be boosted 

23. Airport posting::A bbr. 
24. Bic, et al. 

25. Bill or Hillary, to Chelsea 
27. Gluttony, e.g. 

28. Cork locale: Abbr. 
29... and hers 

30. Get the picture 

31. Ground digger 

32. Cut's partner 
34.,.Companion magazine to 
Jet 

36. Benny's line to Gene Kra 
when he's lagging behind? 
39. They'll help you sweat 
41. North Pole workers 

42. Pitcher's stat 

43. Reduce the fare? 

46. Cap. Hill employee 

47. O, at the end of a letter 


a series 33. Barely make, with "out" 
50. Swiss mount 4. Encumbrances 35. Kind of stop or boy 

51. Sixth-grader's age, maybe 5, Go in the Red? 36. You'll fall for it 

53. Restaurant reading 6. Nabokov novel 37. Other 

54. Totally awesome! : 7. Wood cutter 38. "Still..." 

55. Copperfield's bride 8. Reproductions 39. Canadian P.M. 1963-68 
56. Lifted, so to speak 9. "Who wants to answer that 40. Magic place? 

58. Haughty one ive question?" 44. Sunny hellos 

60. Lionel and Gene's jazzy 10. Some germ cells 45. Mother 


comment about Benny? 
62. Smell 

63. In the Red? 

64. V-formation fliers 
65. Ibsen heroine 


blanc 


By Davip LEVINSON WILK 


3. One of a hydrocarbon 


11, Where to buy a rouge or 47. 


12. Joy 
13."A Taste of Honey" play- 49. Artillery soldier 


and written and directed by John 
Cameron Mitchell, “Hedwig and the 
Angry Inch” is one of the most cre- 
ative, artistic, innovative, provocative 
and intense films out there. 

Hedwig, played by John Cameron 
Mitchel, is a man who had a botched 
sex-change operation leaving him 
with “the angry inch; thus loosing his 
other half. Hedwig (Hansel at birth), 
was born in East Berlin at the same 
time the Berlin Wall went up. In the 
film, Hedwig is compared to the 
Berlin Wall, suggesting that it repre- 
sents the “divide between east and 
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occupied 


ment 
48. Discomfort 


: wright 52. Mantel pieces 
66. Cheekiness 18. Someone who can do 55 53. Runway figure 
67. Take up, as a leg wpm 57. Forum wear 
22. Increase 59. Lifting device 
Down 26. About 61. Tank filler 
We Tentacled ocean dwellers 29. Bumpkin 
2. Grim 32. Prefix with owned or 
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Bike rider's safety equip- 


west, slavery and freedom, man 
and woman.” (Tear Me Down). 

Hedwig and “her” band , The 
Angry Inch, travel all around fol- 
lowing Hedwig’s former 
lover/protegee, Tommy Gnosis 
who has taken all of the credit for 
the songs written by Hedwig, and 
he, instead, has become famous. 
So famous, that he even graces the 
cover of Rolling Stone magazine. 
Hedwig” and the Angry Inch trav- 
el to where ever Tommy Gnosis 
plays, hoping to reveal him as a 
fraud. 

The amazing 
costume and makeup 
in the film are quite stun- 
ning. “Hedwig” is made 
up to look so diva like, 
and so beautiful that it’s 
hard to believe under- 
neath it all she’s really a 
man. Even without all 
the makeup, Mitchell 
still is believable as a 
woman. 

If you see this film, I 
guarantee that you will 


run out and buy the soundtrack. The 
music in “Hedwig and the Angry 
Inch” is what brings the film to life. 
Each song tells the story of 
Hedwig’s life. All of the songs, writ- 
ten by Stephan Task, are really fasci- 
nating. They make you want to get up 


and dance one minute and the next, _ 
cry. .All of the songs fit the film Pe : 


fectly. 

The highlight songs are “Tear Me 
Down,” “Origin of Love,” “Angry 
Inch,” and “Wig ina Box.” One of the 
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greatest verses comes from 
“Angry Inch”: “When I woke up 
from the operation, I was bleed- 
ing down there, It was from a 
gash between my legs, It’s my 
first day as a woman, and already 
it’s that time of the month.” 

“Hedwig and The Angry 
Inch” has received numerous 
awards. including;, “Audience 
Award Drama” at the Sundance 
Film Festival, and “Best 
Director,’ Sundance Film 
Festival. 

In 1999, “Hedwig” was nom- 
inated, for a Grammy in the cate- 
gory “Best Musical Show 
Album.” 

If you have an open mind, a love 
of film and music, you will adore 
“Hedwig and the Angry Inch.” 
Everything about this film is brilliant, 
from the script, the camera work, act- 
ing, costume design, set, casting, 
directing, and " importantly, the 


/ music. 


After you finish “watching this 
wonderful ' film ‘you will be saying 


‘Rocky Horror what? + 
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Sweets come in all 
shapes and sizes, 
next time try bars 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


Apricot Bars 
Ingredients: 


1 1/2 cup sifted flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
1/4 teaspoon salt 

1 1/2 cup quick quaker oats 
1 cup packed brown sugar 
3/4 cup margarine 

3/4 cup apricaot jam 


Sift together flour, baking pow- 
der, and salt. Stir in oats and sugar. 
Cut in butter until mixture looks 
crumbly. Pat 2/3crumb mixture into 
an 11x7 pan. Spread the jam on top. 
Cover with the remaining crumb 
mixture. Bake in a 375 degree oven 
for 35 minutes. Cut into bars when- 
cooled. 
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Cherry Coconut Bars 
Ingredients: 


1 cup flour 

1/2 cup butter 

3 Tablespoons confectioner’s 
sugar 


Mix the above ingredients and 
spread thin with fingers in a square 
8x8x2 pan. Bake about 25 minutes in 
a 35 degree oven. 


More Ingredients: 


1 cup sugar 

1/4 cup flour 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 

3/4 cup chopped nuts 

1/2 cup coconut 

1/2 cup quartered marachino 
cherries 

2 slightly beaten eggs 


Combine above ingredients and 
spread over hot base and return to 
oven and bake for 25 more minutes. 


Student Activities office plans 
events for summer and fall 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Contributing Reporter 


For all you who don’t have any- 
thing to do and want to do some- 
thing, this summer and fall semester 
will feature some activities for you 
such as barbecues, ice cream socials 
and concerts. 

Any student can participate in 
these activities. Almost all activities 
will be offered from the Haverhill 
campus. The best part about them is 
that most of them are free! 

Summer activities begin June 4. 
Not much goes on during the sum- 


mer because people usually have 
other plans. Still there are events to 
participate in. On the average, a hun- 
dred or so participate in these activi- 
ties and more are encouraged to par- 
ticipate. The more people involved in 
these activities, the more activities 
will be available to join later on. 

Activities for the fall semester 
start Sept. 4. About 500 people par- 
ticipate in fall events and sports. 
Right now not every event has been 
confirmed. The state’s new school 
budget has affected what will happen 
this fall. Some events maybe can- 
celed, hopefully that will not be the 
case. 


“These activities give students a 
sense of connectedness”, said Dina 
Brown, coordinator of Student 
Activities. “It is important to be part 
of campus life.” 

Brown also said that events such 
as the college life fair, seasonal cele- 
bration, and Student Leadership 
Development Program are very 
important for students to participate 
in. 

“Any place where you can learn 
is a great opportunity,” she said. 

For more information on student 
activities visit Student Activities at 
either F-133 on the Haverhill campus 
or L-133 on the Lawrence campus. 


Drop the doughnut while driving 


(AP) Resist that luscious jelly 
doughnut while driving to work and 
don’t grab for the coffee. One dis- 
tracting spill and you could end up in 
the ditch. 

Coffee and doughnuts are among 
the “10 deadliest foods to eat while 
driving,” according to Hagerty 
Classic Insurance, which insures col- 
lector vehicles. 

The Traverse City-based compa- 
ny began researching the issue after 
getting a claim from a customer who 
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had been in so many food-related 
wrecks that his license included a 
restriction against driving while food 
was within reach. 

People are prone to become dis- 
tracted while eating,” company pres- 
ident McKeel Hagerty said Monday. 
“TIl set a cup of coffee in the drink 
holder and hit a bump and it spills all 
over the place. I get distracted and 
angry.” 

He acknowledged the top 10 list 
wasn’t scientific, but said it was 


Spring gardening 


Containers 


based in part on figures from the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration and the Network of 
Employers for Traffic Safety. The 
company also examined its own 
claim statistics and surveyed cus- 
tomers and insurance adjusters. 

Federal auto safety regulators 
have estimated that driver distraction 
—including eating, using a cell 
phone, fiddling with the radio or talk- 
ing with passengers —is involved in 
20 to 30 percent of all crashes. 


For those who enjoy gardening, but feel restricted from it by 
living in a small space or by job hours, then container gardening 


is for you. All kinds of edible goodies and 


flowering delights can be grown by 
maintaining a few clay pots on 
a sunny porch, or attaching 
windowboxes outside your 
kitchen view, The plants are 
easy to maintain and replace, § 
pests can be easily controlled D SW, 
and the plants love the A 
special attention! ae : 
© 2002 King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Restaurants for 
vegetarians 


By GLENN KEATING 
Contributing Reporter 


If you’re a vegetarian, getting a 
great meal at an affordable price 
doesn’t have to be a rare occasion. 
There are many vegetarian friendly 
restaurants in the area that offer a 
wide selection of meat-free meals at 
a low price. 

Even though finding a restaurant 
in the area that serves no meat prod- 
ucts at all may be impossible, there 
are restaurants that offer more of a 
selection than just a salad or a pasta 
dish that you find at you average 
family dining restaurant. 

Loafers restaurant and bake 
shoppe in Salem, N.H. offers a lunch 
menu that is great for vegetarians. 
They offer sandwiches like the baked 
focaccia with sliced proscuitto, ched- 
dar cheese and sun-dried tomato and 
basil mayonnaise for $7, and a grilled 
portobella with red onion and blue 
cheese for $6. 

Loafers lunch menu has many 
options for vegetarians but their din- 
ner menu is mostly made up of 
chicken and steak dishes. 


However, if you are in Salem the 
Collosseum has a diner menu with 
several vegi pasta and stir fry dishes 
that range from $8 to $20. The 
Collosseum alsohas some of the most 
highly trained chefs in the area. The 
Collosseum is located on South 
Broadway and Loafers is on Main St. 
in Salem. 

If you’re in the mood for some- 
thing a little more spicy you might 
want to try Giant of Siam in Nashua 
NH. Their menu consists mostly of 
tai food but almost all of the choices 
on the menu are vegetarian and most 
other dishes that have meat can be 
substituted for tofu. The prices range 
from $7 to $20 for a full meal. 

Another great tai restaurant is 
Schezuan Taste and Thai Cafe locat- 
ed in Newburyport. Their menu is a 
little smaller than Giant of Siam but 
they offer many great tofu dishes, 
like marinated tofu with bean for $7 
and almost all the szechuan dishes 
are vegetarian. 

So if you’re a vegetarian and 
you’re out to eat with friends or fam- 
ily, try suggesting one of these 
restaurants that are targeted towards 
vegetarians as well as meat eaters. 


Mother's Day is May 12, 
but there’s more to know 


Mother’s Day falls this year 
on May 12. 

The first Mother’s Day goes 
back to the ancient Greeks, who 
dedicated a day to them in the 
name of the goddess, Rhea, the 
mother of the Olympian gods. 
During the 1600s, England 
established the fourth 
Sunday of Lent as 
“Mothering Day” to 
honor mothers. 

In 1872, Julia 
Ward Howe, who 
wrote the words to 
“The Battle Hymn 
of the Republic,” 
suggested the 
United States set 
aside a “Mother’s 
Day” every year ded- 
icated to peace. 

In the early 20th cen- 
tury, a Philadelphia woman 
named Anna Jarvis arranged a 
memorial in honor of her late 
mother, who had tried to establish 
“Mother’s Friendship Days” to 
help heal the scars of the Civil 


War. After a moving ceremony 
held in West Virginia, Jarvis 
began to campaign for a holiday 
that would honor all mothers. 

Her efforts were successful 
when, in 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson officially pro- 

claimed Mother’s Day as a 
national holiday to be 
celebrated the sec- 
ond Sunday of 

May. 
Ironically, 
within a few 
years, Jarvis 
said she 
regretted her 
success — 
citing the 
commercial- 
ization of a hol- 
iday she had 
hoped would be val- 
ued “as a day of senti- 

ment, not profit.” 


—King Features Syndicate 
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What sport would you 
like to see added to NECC? 


By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


It would be fun to argue that 
NECC should add football to the 
athletic program, but it’s not real- 
istic. 

With baseball standing alone 
as the only spring sport currently 
available on campus, I would 
really like to see another added. 

Assuming the interest is there, 
lacrosse would be a great addition 
to the NECC sports scene. There 
are many current students, both 
male and female, that played 
lacrosse in high school or on a 
club team. 

As long as a capable coach, 
who is willing to be patient and 
teach the game to first time play- 
ers can be secured, the idea isn’t 
too far fetched. 

Sure, the whole budget situa- 
tion is a factor but let’s not talk 
about that,it takes all the fun out 
of the argument. 

Lacrosse is a very exciting 
fast paced game that requires a lot 
of concentration and supreme 
conditioning. Even though the 
sport hasn’t blown up in the 
MCCAC as of yet, a team first 
starting out could find competi- 
tion in a variety of different places 
including club teams, AAU teams 
and adult leagues. 

Even if it had to be an inde- 
pendent team with an independent 
schedule at first, the opportunity 
to grow would be there. 

Hey, it’s something to think 
about. 


fi rst two gal les bei ; 
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By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Well, you all know how big 
of a hockey fan I am, even 
though my boys got knocked out 
of theplayoffs in the first round, 
so I could say I'd like to see 
hockey added to the NECC ath- 
letic department, but I have to be 
realistic. 

With men’s baseball the only 
sport offered in the spring, I 
would like to see women’s soft- 
ball take the field. 

There are many students 
attending NECC that have 
played softball for their high 
school or even junior high. 

I think there would be a lot 
of interested individuals if it 
were offered. 

All they would need is a 
coach and equipment to get them 
started. 

They wouldn’t even need a 
field built for them, since the 
baseball field would be avail- 
able. 

Yes, I know the up coming 
budget crisis is an issue, so it 
cannot just be added without 
careful consideration, but I’m 
not saying add it next year. It’s 
something to think about for the 
future. 

After all, NECC is continu- 
ing to grow academically, maybe 
it could eventually grow in the 
athletic department. 

Female athletes are just as 
competitive as the men, just talk 
to the UConn women’s basket- 
ball team. 


NBA: believe the hype 


Regardless of 
what a lot of peo- 
ple in the sports 
world have to say 
about the quality 
of play in the 
NBA since the 
retirement of 
Michael Jordan, 
it’s time to give the league its due. 

Some of the best talent ever to 
grace the hardwood is currently on 
display. Kobe Bryant, Vince Carter, 
Tim Duncan, Kevin Garnett and 
Tracy McGrady are among the most 
talented and gifted athletes in the his- 
tory of the game. 

So far in the playoffs, the games 
have been exciting as well as com- 
petitive. Each night the majority of 
arenas have been packed with fans 
showing the kind of support for their 
teams that hasn’t been seen since the 


mid-90’s. 

Even here in Boston, where 
Celtic pride has been absent since the 
retirement of Larry Bird, fans are 
pumped up about the success of the 
green. 

Even though the Western 
Conference has a clear advantage in 
the amount of powerhouse teams, the 
excitement of who will emerge from 
the east to challenge the west champs 
is still very high. 

In addition to the Celtics, New 
Jersey and Detroit also enjoyed very 
unexpected successful seasons. 
Philadelphia, Indiana and Toronto 
are giving the big guns in the east all 
they can handle in the first round 
making the eventual Eastern 
Conference champion even harder to 
predict. 

Out west the second round of the 
playoffs will feature three teams as 
good as they come in Sacramento, 
Dallas and the Lakers. Each team 
features superstar caliber players 


inBryant, Shaquille O’Neal, Dirk 
Nowitzki and Chris Webber. 

Despite all the bad publicity the 
NBA has received for the amount of 
high school players entering the 
draft, for the most part it’s worked 
out. 

Three of the top players in the 
game (Bryant, Garnett, and 
McGrady) entered the league with no 
college experience. Granted, it took 
them a few years to get to the top, but 
the truth remains that they’re there. 

It looks like bright skies ahead 
for Commissioner David Stern and 
the NBA, lets just hope it stays that 
way. With all the youth as well as 
boundless potential-bursting through 
NBA locker rooms, it appears as 
though it will. 

As far as the 2002 Playoffs are 
concerned, look for a third consecu- 
tive title for Kobe and the Lakers 
when they sweep Charlotte in the 
finals. 


Sox start season strong 


By Gi E. Matos 
Contributing Reporter 


The Boston Red Sox have started 
the season on a torrid pace. Led by 
great pitching and a balanced lineup, 
the Sox ended the month of April in 
first place with a record of 17-7. 

The Sox have received great 
pitching from some unexpected 
sources. Derek Lowe has pitched like 
the number two starter the team has 
coveted since acquiring Pedro 
Martinez. 

Lowe has made his transition 
from closer to starter look easy by 
keeping batters off balance with a 
heavy sinker. The no-hitter he tossed 
on April 27 is a testament to his 
assortment of pitches. Groundball 
pitchers like Lowe are not the ones 
typically throwing no-hitters. 

A revitalized Martinez has pro- 
vided the team with a spark and a 
giant moral boost. Pedro’s fastball is 
not topping out at 97-98 miles per 
hour as in years past, but his 92-93 


18-hole 
72-par 


Call for tee time: 978-374-9621 


mile per hour fastball compliments 
the best change up in the game and 
one of the better curves. 

Despite the prognostications of 
doom on his tender shoulder, Pedro 
is still the most feared pitcher in the 
American League. 

John Burkett has pitched very 
well in his second tour of duty in the 
AL. Burkett, who pitched for the 
Texas Rangers from 1996-99, is a 
different pitcher after working with 
Atlanta Braves pitching guru Leo 
Mazzone. Burkett emulates the men- 
tal style of Braves pitcher’s Greg 
Maddux and Tom Glavine and stays 
a pitch ahead of the batter. 

Darren Oliver looks like a com- 
pletely different man than the one 
who pitched for the Rangers last 
year. With each good start he makes, 
Dan Duquette looks like a genius for 
unloading Carl Everett to acquire 
Oliver. 

Frank Castillo has pitched better 
than ninety percent of the fifth 
starters in baseball and after a shaky 


George G elt 
Crystal Springs Golf Club 


start, the bullpen has settled down. 

The Sox hitters have been consis- 
tent so far. Johnny Damon has been 
everything fans thought he would be 
and even Jose Offerman has been a 
nice surprise. 

Nomar Garciaparra and Jason 
Varitek are back in form, smoking 
pitches all over the field and Manny 
Ramirez has regained his form as the 
best run producer in the majors. 

Trot Nixon is starting to heat up 
and newly acquired infielders Tony 
Clark, Rey Sanchez and Carlos 
Baerga are major influences in the 
once volatile clubhouse. 

All of the optimism has built the 
confidence of the Fenway Faithful. 
Fans are going about their usual busi- 
ness, telling Yankee fans what they 
think of their team. Sox fans should 
be wary though. While it is ok to be 
optimistic, we should remember that 
no team has ever won a pennant in 
April. Lets enjoy what the team gives 
us and hope for a great summer. 


Where 


good golf 
comes first. 


940 N. Broadway, Haverhill, Mass. 
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NECC sports 2001 : year in review 


NECC closes out 


a strong year in 
Sports. 


By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


As the 2001-02 school year 
comes to a close the time has come 
for reflection. It has been a very 
interesting year for NECC sports. 
The Knights experienced many highs 
and lows this year making the athlet- 
ic scene on campus yery interesting. 

The year started in a panic for 
Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy, 
when women’s basketball coach and 
Assistant Athletic Director Andrew 
Pittington left the program in August. 

The Lady Knights season had to 
be delayed a month while MacAvoy 
searched for a new coach. Enter 
Larry Snow, a life long Haverhill 
native who agreed to take on a team 
decimated by graduation. 

The 2000-01 Lady Knights went 
24-9, only one member of that team, 
co-captain Jamie Potter, was back for 
the 2001-02 season. Adding fuel to 
the fire was the fact that the teams 
roster consisted of only eight players. 

Lucky for Snow, in that group of 
eight was Crystal Clegg. A sopho- 
more transfer 


Clegg dominated oppo- 
nents with a savvy court 


than not was unrivaled. 
Add freshmen Amanda 
Ducharme and Laura 
Fallavollita into the mix 
and the result was an 
MCCAC championship 
for the underdogs from 
NECC. 


e 
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NECC team of the year; Lady Knights after winning MCCAC title. 


The season- didn’t go quite as 
well for the men’s hoops team. 
Coach Darren Stratton’s team was 
eliminated in the first rounds of both 
the MCCAC and NJCAA tourna- 
ments. The team did enjoy their share 
of success, the Knights reached dou- 
ble figures in wins, thanks to the 
solid play of Sophomores Jay Avant 
and Nate Proulx. 

The women’s volleyball team, 
coached by MacAvoy, went 4-10 on 


the year but received solid play from 
Ducharme , a rare two-sport athlete. 
The NECC baseball team is in 
the middle of a successful campaign 
led by coach Kerry Quinlan. The 
Knights took their annual spring 
training trip to Florida in March only 
to return to soggy and wet playing 
fields. Once the weather decided to 
cooroporate, the Knights hit the field 
winning three of their first eight 
games led by freshman pitcher Jason 


from Frotton and captain Victor 

Mitchell Junior a  —_—_—__¢ 6 
All in all the 2001-02 
Things look good for next year 
with a solid group of coaches 


and players returning. 


year was a success for the 
NECC athletic program. 
Things look good for next 
year with a solid group of 
coaches and players return- 


ing. 
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2002 NECC baseball team in action against North Shore. 


Tim’s NECC 
sports awards 


I would now like to present the 2001-02 NECC Observer Athletic 
Awards: 


Coach of the Year: Larry Snow- Women’s Basketball Coach 
Male Athlete of the Year- Nate Proulx 

Female Athlete of the Year- Amanda Ducharme 

Team of the Year- Women’s Basketball 

Rookie of the Year- Laura Fallavollita 


Captain of the Year- Crystal Clegg 


Celtics bring ‘The Truth’, eliminate the Sixers 


The answer to 


Iverson is 
‘The Ti ruth ; 


By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


The Celtics were faced with a 
must win situation on May 3 in game 
5 of their first round playoff series 
against the Philadelphia 76ers. 

Following two discouraging loss- 
es in games 3 and 4 the C’s needed an 
answer, the response was “The 
Truth.” 

Elimination looking him straight 
in the face, Paul Pierce, the MVP 
candidate from Kansas, stepped up to 
the plate and came through with a 
vengeance. 

Scoring 29 points in the first hal 
and finishing with 46 for the game, 
Pierce took his game to the next level 
earning himself a space next to 


Nomar Garciaparra, Pedro Martinez 
and Tom Brady in the upper echelon 
of Boston sports figures. 

With a little help from his friends 
Antoine Walker, Eric Williams and 
Kenny Anderson, Pierce and the C’s 


plenty of time to rest. An out of the 
ordinary performance by forward 
Eric Williams, who drained three 3- 
pointers, also helped spark the C’s 
blow out. 

76ers all-world point guard Allen 


Se pS 


As the second round and the 
Detroit Pistons got closer, the 
roof raised a little higher. 


dismantled the defending Eastern 
Conference Champions 120-87, win- 
ning their first playoff series in ten 
years. “ir 

Coach Jim O’Brien did a stellar 
job of subbing in reserves like Tony 
Delk and Mark Blount, giving 
starters Anderson and Tony Battie 


Iverson, played his usual tight game 
finishing with 31 points. But in the 
end “The Answer” just couldn’t do it 
by himself. The rest of the 76ers did- 
n’t pull their weight and the C’s took 
full advantage dominating Philly in 
every aspect of the game. 

The Fleet Center has never been 


as loud as it was in games 1, 2 and 5. 
The excitement and goose bump pro- 
ducing atmosphere was a credit to the 
basketball fans of Boston, who have 
waited ten long years for this to hap- 
pen. ; 

Both Anderson and Iverson hit 
buzzer beating shots in game 5, but 
unless you were watching the clock 
there was no way to tell. The noise 
got increasingly louder with every 
smooth shot drained by Pierce. 
Memories of the Garden radiated 
through the Fleet with each passing 
second. As the second round and the 
Detroit Pistons got closer, the roof 
raised a little higher. 

The box office opened immedi- 
ately following the victory and hun- 
dreds of fans rushed in to scoop up 
seats for games 3 and 4 against 
Detroit. The Fleet Center will be on 
fire for at least two more games this 
magical season. Hopefully, the fire 
will burn a little longer, and that’s 
“The Truth.” 


photo courtesy of Celtics.com 


Paul Pierce poured in 46 points 
as the Celtics routed the Sixers. 
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The modern look of NECC in Lawrence. Renee Lucas photo Renee Lucas photo 
Modern architecture and soft carpet give NECC a warm feeling. 


Hanging out in the front lobby. Renee Lucas photo ; 


